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PERSPECTIVE 


A  British  writer  on  spiritual  subjects,  David  Steindl-Rast,  explored  the 
nature  of  human  happiness  in  one  of  his  works.  One  of  his  most 
salient  observations,  I  believe,  is  that  "we  are  not  grateful  because  we 
are  happy,  but  we  are  happy  because  we  are  grateful."  Steindl-Rast  s 
point,  of  course,  is  that  an  attitude  of  thankfulness  results  in  a  recognition  of 
ones  blessings  and,  consequently,  a  sense  of  true  happiness. 

As  we  approach  Thanksgiving,  it  is  appropriate  to  take  stock  of  the  many  things 
for  which  we  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  are  grateful. 

We  feel  blessed  indeed  that  in  one  of  the  most  difficult  environments  ever 
for  private  colleges,  L-R  thrives.  All  around  us  critics  question  the  value  of  a 
traditional  residential  liberal  arts  college  which  seeks  to  create  a  community 
of  learning  and  support  for  the  whole  person.  All  around  us  competitors 
offer  an  education  they  claim  is  quicker  and  cheaper.  Yet  hundreds  of  students 
and  their  families,  this  year  in  record  numbers,  select  Lenoir-Rhyne  for  their 
college  home. 

We  are  grateful  that  so  many  people  put  their  faith  in  us.  They  trust  that  we 
will  continue  to  offer  an  excellent,  rigorous  education  with  care  and  concern 
for  students  as  valuable  persons.  They  trust  that  this  college,  for  all  its  faults, 
will  ever  strive  to  be  a  Christian  community  that  summons  students  to  achieve 
their  highest  calling.  And  the  fact  that  students  come  to  L-R  in  ever  greater 
numbers  tells  us  we  have  kept  faith  with  them. 

We  are  thankful  for  the  tremendous  support  we  receive  from  our  community 
in  Hickory  and  the  surrounding  counties.  Our  neighbors  appreciate  the  contri- 
bution L-R  makes  to  the  quality  of  life  in  the  area  and  participate  in  the  educa- 
tional, athletic  and  artistic  programs  we  offer.  We  are  grateful  for  the  generous 
financial  and  vocal  support  of  the  N.C.  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  who  recognize  us  as  their  college. 

We  count  as  a  tremendous  blessing  the  thousands  of  alumni  and  friends  who 
speak  well  of  this  place,  who  encourage  prospective  students  to  make  L-R 
their  college  home,  who  give  of  their  time,  energy  and  financial  resources  so 
that  we  can  continue  to  offer  the  highest  quality  education.  At  a  time  when 
so  many  voices  speak  up  for  your  support,  we  are  extremely  appreciative  that 
you  continue  to  hear  ours.  We  could  not  be  here  without  you. 

We  try  to  remember  to  say  "thank  you"  sincerely  and  often,  not  just  at  this  time 
of  year.  But  if  you  have  missed  it  recently,  please  hear  it  now:  We  are  grateful! 
(And  we  are  happy,  too!) 


(/  Ryan  LaHurd 

President  of  the  College 


Fall    1997 


Editor 

Tammy  Wilson 

Contributing  Writers 

Maria  Armstrong 
Gary  Broyhill 

Class  Notes 

Rosalie  Richards 

Assistants 

Gary  Broyhill 
Marcia  Copper 
Vickie  Eckard 
Olive  Johnson 
Rosalie  Richards 
Linda  Suggs 

Photos 

Maria  Armstrong 
Catawba  County  Museum 

of  History 
Lenoir-Rhyne  archives 
JeffWilhelm 
Tammy  Wilson 

Layout/Design 

McCausland  Design 
&  Communications, 
Belmont,  N.C. 

Printing 

Hickory  Printing  Group, 
Conover,  N.C. 

©Copyright  1997  by  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  College,  Hickory,  N.C. 
Lenoir-Rhyne,  founded  in 
1891,  is  a  private  liberal  arts 
institution  affiliated  with  the 
North  Carolina  Synod  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  America. 
E-mail:  wilsont@lrc.edu 

USPS  446-380 

Published  four  times  a  year 

(Spring,  Summer,  Fall,  Winter) 

by 

Lmoir-Ehyne 


LLEGE 


Second  class  postage  paid  at 
Hickory,  North  Carolina  28603 

Postmaster,  send  address  changes  to: 

L-R  Alumni  Office 

P.O.  Box  7228 
Hickory,  NC  28603 


PROFILE 


Fall     1997 


Features 

Females  on  the  ball 

Meet  Coach  Ruffo 
L-R  &  Title  IX 


Volume 


os,    Number 


9 
10 


Art  of  life 

Dr.  Robert  Winter's  story 

12 

Diggin'  it 

Dr.  Vicki  Schell  &  the  Temple  of  Winged  Lions 

15 

Band  aid 

One  couples  gift  for  music 

16 

30s  revue 

Grapes  of  Wrath  evokes  bittersweet  times 

18 

The  Yoder  diaries 

The  man  who  built  L-R 

20 

In  Each  Issue 

Bear  Tracks 
Faculty  Notes 


Class  Notes 
Calendar 


4 

8 

24 

31 


On  The  Cover 

A  study  inspired  by  the  life  of  L-R 
Founder  R.A.  Yoder. 


30s  flashback, 
p.18 


President  LaHurd  with  Homecoming  Queen 
Becca  Strosnider  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  p. 30 


Profile 


3 


BEAR  TRACKS 


L-R  around  the 
world 

Lenoir-Rhyne  has  had  several  fac- 
ulty and  students  involved  in 
study  abroad  this  year.  This  semester, 
four  juniors  are  in  England.  They 
include  Alicia  Eckard  of  Tallahassee, 
Fla.,  Rachel  Rule  of  Clendenin, 
W.Va.;  Jamie  Heatherly  of  Powell, 
Tenn.  and  Amanda  Boyd  of  Concord. 
Meanwhile,  Vanessa  Guidi,  a  fresh- 
man from  Conover  and  an  Italian  cit- 
izen, is  in  Rome. 

Also  in  England  is  the  annual  Har- 
laxton  Experience  in  Grantham,  being 
led  this  year  by  Dr.  Bennett  Judkins, 
L-R  visiting  professor  to  Harlaxton. 
Accompanying  him  are  six  students 
Carla  Albury  of  Freeport,  The 
Bahamas;  Scott  Boehm  of  Alpharetta, 
Ga.;  Toni  Coniglio  of  Ft.  Gratiot, 
Mich.;  Shele  Kelley  of  Warnke,  N.C.; 
Vanya  Starr  of  Commerce,  Ga.  and 
Danny  Wrynn  of  Collierville,  Tenn. 
Judkins'  wife,  Mary  Ann  Massoglia  of 


L-Rv 
Giving 

The  college  recently 
received  the  following 
gifts: 

Independent 
College  Funds 

More  than  $45,500  was 
received  from  the  Indepen- 
dent College  Fund  of  North 
Carolina  as  part  of  some 
$1.1  million  secured  by  the 
fund  this  year  to  benefit 
the  28  independent  col- 
leges in  the  state. 

Z.  Smith  Reynolds 
Grant 

A  $30,000  grant  from  the 
Z.  Smith  Reynolds  Founda- 
tion to  L-R  and  the  Hick- 
ory Community  Relations 
Council  launches  a  broad- 
based  cultural  diversity  pro- 
ject in  the  area.  The  main 


objective  of  "Making  a  Dif- 
ference: Building  Commu- 
nity from  Diversity  in  the 
Catawba  Valley"  is  to 
increase  understanding  of 
the  increased  cultural  di- 
versity of  the  region.  It  is 
being  directed  by  Dr.  Ben- 
nett Judkins,  professor  of 
psychology/sociology  The 
first  phase  of  the  program 
begins  in  January. 

Mauney  Scholarship 

Prof.  William  Mauney  '65 
was  honored  by  former 
student  Whiting  Shuford 
'73  of  Hickory  with  an 
endowed  scholarship  for 
students  majoring  in  eco- 
nomics. Shuford  currently 
serves  on  the  Alumni 
Board  and  Piedmont  Edu- 
cational Foundation  Board. 
Mauney,  Moretz  Professor 
of  Economics,  has  been  on 
the  faculty  30  years  and  is 
director  of  the  Broyhill 


Institute  for  Business  Lead- 
ership. 

Altrusa  Club/Mildred 
Locke  Scholarship 

A  $25,000  gift  to  the  Sacred 
Music  Program  was  award- 
ed by  the  Hickory  Altrusa 
Club's  Mildred  Locke  Schol- 
arship Fund.  The  gift,  which 
honors  Altrusa  member  Dot 
Armstrong  '49,  will  provide 
$10,000  for  start-up  expenses 
of  the  program  and  $15,000 
for  a  scholarship  for  a  student 
majoring  in  sacred  music  or 
a  music-related  field. 

Farthing  Scholarship 

A  nursing  scholarship, 
established  by  former  L-R 
professor  Dr.  Frances  Far- 
thing, honors  her  parents, 
Ben  and  Dixie  Glenn  Far- 
thing, and  will  aid  needy 
nursing  majors  who  plan 
to  work  in  Western  North 
Carolina.  Dr.  Farthing  was 


the  first  chair  of  what  was 
known  as  the  L-R/Grace 
Hospital  Department  of 
Nursing,  one  of  the  oldest 
of  its  type  in  the  state. 

Caldwell  Scholarship 

The  Lowell  and  Katherine 
Herman  Caldwell  scholar- 
ship has  been  established 
for  at  least  one  full-time 
student  from  North  Caroli- 
na per  year  who  is  major- 
ing in  teacher  education  or 
sacred  music.  The  fund 
honors  Lowell  Caldwell  '25 
and  wife,  Katherine,  '29 
and  is  supported  by  the 
couple's  children,  Lowell 
H.  Caldwell,  Nancy  Keever, 
Dorothy  Blake  and  Peggy 
Williams. 

For  more  information  about 
these  or  other  endowed  funds 
at  L-R,  contact  Teri  Lemons, 
director  of  development,  at 
704-328-7360. 
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the  L-R  faculty,  has  been  there  for  part 
of  the  session. 

Last  summer,  Drs.  Robert  Eckard 
and  Arturo  Ortiz  accompanied  four 
students  for  a  nine-week  Spanish 
summer  session  in  Ecuador.  They 
included  Rebecca  Updegrave  of 
Hagerstown,  Md.;  Kelly  McKeon  of 
Alpha,  N.J.;  David  Winters  of  Newton 
and  Addie  Rohrman  of  Charlotte. 

Head  count  up 
this  fall 

Enrollment  is  up  this  fall  by  about 
3.3  percent.  The  head  count 
stands  at  1,633 — 54  more  than  a  year 
ago,  and  more  than  the  college  has 
seen  since  1989. 

New  students  outnumber  those  a 
year  ago  by  1 1  percent.  Freshmen  and 
new  transfers  total  499 — well  above 
the  level  of  444  in  1996.  Gains  in  the 
graduate  program,  meanwhile,  are 
partially  due  to  the  new  MBA  program 
initiated  this  fall.  L-R  has  enrolled  18 
graduate  students  with  12  more  taking 
prerequisite  business  courses. 

Most  impressive  is  the  number  of 
freshmen — 306,  or  an  amazing  24 
percent  above  1996  levels.  That  makes 
the  Class  of  2001  the  largest  in  eight 
years. 

"Again,  we're  seeing  more  return- 
ing students  because  those  who  have 
been  here  value  the  education  they're 
receiving.  At  the  same  time,  we're  see- 
ing more  new  students  because  L-R's 
story  is  getting  out  there — that  we 
offer  a  quality  education  in  a  caring 
community,  and  that  has  appeal," 
says  President  Ryan  LaHurd. 

PBL  does  it 
again 

Phi  Beta  Lambda,  the  business  fra- 
ternity, won  the  Guy  and  Kitty 
Hollis  Gold  Seal  Chapter  Award  of 
Merit  at  the  National  Leadership  Con- 
ference in  Anaheim,  Calif.  The  occa- 
sion marks  the  18th  time  the  chapter 
has  won  the  award  in  its  21  years  of 
existence. 

Connie  Frye  '97  of  Hickory  placed 

Profile 


Legacies  in  their  own  time 

Along  with  rising  enroll- 
ment, there  has  also  been 
a  rise  in  the  number  of  lega- 
cies in  the  Class  of  2001.  Six- 
teen students  have  at  least 
one  parent  who  walked  the 
hallowed  halls  before  them, 
and  four  are  grandchildren 
of  alumni.  Two  freshmen 
are  in  these  categories:  Jef- 
frey Kaeser  and  Joshua 
Yoder,  top  and  bottom, 
right.  Mary  Katherine 
Yoder  '32  was  the  first  of 
three  generations  to 
attend  L-R.  Her  two 
sons,  Larry  '65  and 
Wayne  '67  and  daugh- 
ter, Mary  Kaeser  71, 
met  their  spouses:  Marianne  '66,  Jenice, 
and  Paul  '69,  here.  Each  of  the  couples  has  a  son  in  the  Class  of  '98: 
Nathan,  top  left,  Matthew,  bottom  left,  and  Brian,  middle  left,  respectively. 


fifth  in  the  Ms.  Future  Business  Edu- 
cator competition.  Chapter  adviser  is 
Sarah  Wallace,  associate  professor  of 
business. 

College  receives 
Good  Work 
Award 

Lenoir-Rhyne  has  received  a  1997 
Critical  Comparisons  Good  Work! 
Award  by  Critical  Comparisons  of 
American  Colleges  &  Universities,  for 
offering  highly  competitive  education- 
al services  and  resources  at  a  reason- 
able cost. 

The  Good  Work  award  is  made 
after  analysis  of  a  "level  playing  field" 
in  which  Critical  Comparisons  ana- 
lyzes the  most  reliable  data:  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education's  Integrated 
Postsecondary  Education  Data  Sys- 


tem, campus  crime  statistics  collected 
by  federal  law  and  surveys  by  the 
National  Research  Council. 

Only  seven  percent  of  the  schools 
reviewed  met  the  award's  rigorous 
criteria,  including  tuition  increases 
averaging  no  more  than  four  percent 
annually  over  the  past  three  years; 
on-campus  violent  crime  rates  within 
or  below  the  norm,  and  overall  schol- 
arly reputation  of  the  faculty  within 
or  above  the  norm. 


CRITICAL 

COMPARISONS 
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Hymnfests 
featured  Manz 

Renowned  organist  Dr.  Paul  Manz 
was  featured  in  three  ELCA  Synod 
Assembly  hymn  festivals  sponsored 
by  the  L-R  Sacred  Music  Program. 
The  assemblies,  all  held  in  late  May, 
included  performances  by  Manz  along 
with  the  A  Cappella  Choir  conducted 
by  Prof.  Ray 
McNeely  and  the 
Brass  Ensemble 
under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Daniel  Kiser. 

The  festivals, 
which  introduced 
the  new  Sacred 
Music  Program 
and  its  faculty  to 
the  leaders  and  delegates,  were  held 
for  the  Southeastern  Synod  in  Atlanta, 
the  Virginia  Synod  in  Salem  and 
North  Carolina  Synod  in  Hickory. 

Manz,  a  recitalist,  composer, 
teacher  and  worship  leader,  is  director 
of  the  Paul  Manz  Institute  of  Church 
Music  in  Chicago  and  is  professor 
emeritus  of  church  music  at  Christ 
Seminary-Seminex  at  the  Lutheran 
School  of  Theology. 
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Houses  come 


Writers  Series 


tumbling  down        at  10 


The  old  Admissions  House 
(shown  here)  and  other  houses 
in  the  700  block  of  8th  Street  N.E. 
were  demolished  in  September  to 
make  way  for  street-widening  and 
related  projects.  Work  is  to  be  com- 
pleted in  1999. 

New  P.R. 
person 

aria  Armstrong  joined  the 
Public  Relations  office  in  May 
as  associate  director/communica- 
tions specialist.  She  is  assisting 
with  various  activities  and  publi- 
cations, including  PROFILE. 

A  native  of  Huntington, 
W.Va.,  she  is  an  alumna  of  Mar- 
shall University  and  most  recently 
served  as  an  editorial  assistant  for 
Aegina  Press,  a  book  publisher  in 
Huntington. 


"In  Their  Own  Words"  Visiting 
Writers  Series  celebrated  its  10th 
anniversary  in  September  with  three 
readings  on  successive  evenings. 
Novelist  Jill  McCorkle  of  Boston, 
poet  Billy  Collins  of  New  York  and 
Irish  poet  Paul  Muldoon  read  from 
their  works.  The  series,  led  by  Dr. 
Rand  Brandes  of  the  English  Depart- 
ment, remains  a  major  draw  for  area 
audiences  and  engages  a  variety  of 
people  from  the  campus  community 
and  region. 

Council  Board 
names  three 

The  L-R  Business  Council  has 
added  three  new  members  to  its 
board  of  directors.  Serving  three-year 
terms  are  Marty  Salwen,  treasurer  of 
A.  Klein  &  Company  of  Claremont; 
Steve  Swaim,  district  manager  of 
Duke  Power  Company  of  Lenoir  and 
Boyd  Wilson  Jr.,  vice  president  and 
controller  of  Kincaid  Furniture  of 
Hudson. 

The  Business  Council  is  responsible 
for  raising  one-third  of  the  unrestrict- 
ed gifts  used  for  college  operations 
through  area  corporate  and  founda- 
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tion  memberships.  Members  agree  to 
support  the  college  with  $  1 ,000  or 
more  each  year  in  unrestricted  funds. 

Show  me  the 
money! 

A  Wachovia  ATM  machine  is  one  of 
our  newest  additions.  Located  in 
the  Cromer  Center,  the  machine 
allows  easy  access  to  cash  without 
leaving  campus. 


Stogner  N.C. 
Woman  of  Year 

Susan  Stogner  '97  of  Aiken,  S.C., 
was  named  the  NCAA  Woman  of 
the  Year  from  North  Carolina  last 
summer.  The  award  honors  outstand- 
ing female  student-athletes  who  excel 
in  academics,  athletics  and  communi- 
ty leadership. 

Stogner,  who  posted  a  GPA  of  3.86, 
majored  in  physical  education  and 
received  the  L-R  Honors  Scholarship 
twice  and  was  named  to  the  GTE 
Academic  All-District  III  team  twice. 
She  also  received  the  Dorothy  Ramage 
National  Kappa  Delta  Scholarship  and 
L-R's  Healthful  Living  Academic 
Award.  She  was  a  three-time  member 
of  the  SAC  Commissioners  Honor 
Roll,  and  made  the  President's  list 
three  times  and  dean's  list  four.  She 
was  the  1996  L-R  Homecoming 
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Alumni  on-line 

Lenoir-Rhyne  alumni  now  have  their  own  home  page,  as  part  of  the  L-R 
website  at  www.lrc.edu.  Log  on  to  keep  abreast  of  what's  happening  with 
chapters,  on-campus  events  and  other  activities.  You  may  submit  class  notes 
and  address  changes  by  e-mail  at  richardsr@lrc.edu. 
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Queen  and  two-time  winner  of  the 
Greek  Sports  Accomplishment  Award. 
She  was  an  outside  hitter  for  the  vol- 
leyball team  three  seasons  and  for- 
ward for  four  seasons  on  the  basket- 
ball team. 

Stogner  has  also  volunteered  at  the 
Home  Habitat  Store,  Salvation  Army 


and  Prevention  of  Child  Abuse.  A 
member  of  Kappa  Delta  and  Fellow- 
ship of  Christian  Athletes,  she  was  a 
member  of  the  Student-Athlete  Advi- 
sory Board  and  helped  tutor  under- 
privileged children. 

She  is  now  a  graduate  student  at 
Winthrop  University. 
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Achievements  and  Honors 

Dr.  Don  Hayes,  professor  of  education,  was 
cited  by  the  N.C.  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  and  by  Gov.  Jim  Hunt  for  service 
as  a  charter  member  of  the  N.C.  School 
Improvement  Panel. 

Community  Involvement 

President  Ryan  LaHurd  is  on  the  Workforce 
Development  Committee  with  the  Catawba 
County  Chamber  of  Commerce.  That  group  is 
exploring  ways  education,  government  and 
manufacturing  sectors  can  work  together  to 
produce  a  better-skilled  workforce. 

Dr.  Philip  Blosser,  professor 
of  philosophy  and  religion, 
started  a  bi-monthly  series  at 
St.  Aloysius  Catholic  Church 
that  features  videos  and  dis- 
cussion on  church-related 
topics. 

Dr.  Russ  Benton,  professor  of 
history,  was  elected  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Hickory  Land- 
marks Society.  He  will  serve  in  that  capacity 
until  July  1998,  when  he  will  become  presi- 
dent of  the  organization. 

Travel 

Dr.  Russ  Benton  traveled 
to  the  island  of  Saint  Helena, 
off  the  west  coast  of  Africa, 
where  Napoleon  spent  the 
final  years  of  his  life.  Russ 
has  given  several  slide  pre- 
sentations of  his  journey, 
most  recently  at  First  United 
Methodist  Churchs  Goforth 
Club  and  the  Hickory 
Kiwanis  Club. 


Blosser 


Benton 


Conferences 

Dr.  Dick  Von  Dohlen,  assistant  dean  and  pro- 
fessor of  philosophy  and  religion,  attended  an 
ELCA  conference  in  Kenosha,  Wis.,  titled 
"Vocation  of  the  Lutheran  College."  The  ses- 
sions were  sponsored  by  the  ELCA  Division 
for  Higher  Education. 

Carolyn  Schweikert,  circulation  librarian;  A. 
Curtis  Paul  director,  learning  resource  center; 
and  Kevin  Karrs,  media  librarian,  recently 
attended  the  DRA  Southern  Conference  in 
Augusta,  Ga.,  to  learn  about  their  new  pro- 
gram coming  for  our  library  circulation  and 
on-line  catalog. 

Publications 

President  LaHurd  was  quoted  in  the  Septem- 
ber issue  of  The  Lutheran.  When  he  was  inter- 
viewed, he  was  president  of  the  Association  of 
Lutherans  of  Arab  and  Middle  Eastern  Her- 
itage and  contributed  to  the  article  concerning 
Arab  Americans  finding  a  welcoming  place  in 
the  ELCA. 

Dr.  Benjudkins,  associate  professor  of  psy- 
chology, was  quoted  in  the  July  issue  of  The 
Lutheran.  The  article,  "Our  Salad  Bar  Society," 
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discounts  the  melting  pot  theory  of  American 
society,  saying  we  should  acknowledge  diversi- 
ty and  integrate  differences. 

Dr.  Vicki  Schell,  associate  professor  of  mathe- 
matics, had  a  solution  to  a  mathematics  prob- 
lem published  in  the  May  1997  issue  of  the 
journal,  School  Science  and  Mathematics. 

Dr.  Philip  Blosser  is  the  co-author  of  the  book 
Friendship:  Philosophical  Reflections  on  a  Peren- 
nial Concern.  This  second  edition  is  an  anthol- 
ogy offering  illustration  of  the  basic  and  uni- 
versal human  concern  of  friendship  through 
reflections  of  30  diverse,  historic  thinkers. 

Dr.  Michael  McDaniel,  director  of  Center  for 
Theology,  appears  in  the  summer  issue  of 
Lutheran  Forum.  McDaniel  authored  a  book 
review  on  Robert  Tobias's  Heaven  on  Faith:  A 
Lutheran-Orthodox  Odyssey. 

Burl  McCuiston,  reference  and  acquisition 
librarian,  is  listed  in  the  author's  acknowledg- 
ments of  Encyclopedia  oj  Frontier  Literature,  a 
new  publication  by  local  author  Mary  Ellen 
Snodgrass. 

Florence  Jowers,  college  organist,  had  an  arti- 
cle published  in  the  July  issue  of  Cross  Accent, 
the  semi-annual  journal  of  the  Association  of 
Lutheran  Church  Musicians,  titled  "A  Survey 
of  Magnificat-based  Organ  Literature." 

Dr.  Eileen  Parsons,  assistant  professor  of  edu- 
cation, had  an  article,  "Black  High  School 
Females'  Images  of  the  Scientist:  Expressions 
of  Culture,"  published  in  the  Journal  oj 
Research  in  Science  Teaching. 

Performances 

Dr.  J.  Lynn  White,  part-time 
professor  of  music,  gave  a 
recital,  "An  Evening  of  Wood- 
wind Music." 

Dr.  Dan  Kiser,  professor  of 
music,  and  Dr.  Joanne 
Inkman,  part-time  instructor 
of  music,  presented  a  concert 

White  of  trumpet  and  piano  music 

featuring  works  by  Debussy, 

Mouquet,  Frazelle,  Mozart,  Haydn  and  Arban. 

Florence  Jowers  gave  an  organ  performance 
"Bach  and  Friends"  featuring  works  by  Bach 
and  several  other  composers  with  ties  to  Bach. 

Presentations 

Dr.  Philip  Blosser  presented  a  paper  "Ordo 
Amoris:  Insights  and  Oversights"  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Jena,  Germany,  at  the  invitation  of 
the  Max  Scheler  Society. 

Janie  Parks  Peak  '73,  '93,  instructor  in  educa- 
tion, gave  a  presentation  at  the  national  con- 
vention of  the  Educational  Press  Association 
of  America  in  Alexandria,  Va.  Her  presentation 
"Education  Technology — Who's  Accountable?" 
focused  on  the  responsibilities  of  those  in  edu- 
cational media. 

Appointments 

Dr.  Rand  Brandes,  professor  of  English,  was 
appointed  Writer-in-Residence  and  will  serve 


as  a  writing  resource  for  the  college  and  com- 
munity. He  will  continue  to  coordinate  the 
Visiting  Writers  Series  and  continue  his  own 
professional  writing  pursuits. 

New  Faculty 

Dr.  David  Bailey,  assistant  professor  of 
mathematics 

Stephen  Bird,  assistant  professor  of 
communication 

Dr.  John  Brzorad,  part-time  instructor  of 
biology 

Robert  "B.C."  Charles-Liscombe,  instructor  of 
healthful  living  and  clinical  athletics  trainer 

Dr.  Karen  Dill,  assistant  professor  of 
psychology 

Dr.  Jody  Dill,  part-time  assistant  professor 
of  psychology 

Dr.  Jerald  Gober,  associate  professor  of 
business 

Susan  Griffin,  disabilities  specialist 

Dr.  Jeannie  Hollar,  assistant  professor  of 
mathematics 

Brenda  Kennell,  assistant  professor  of 
occupational  therapy 

Dr.  Paul  Lutz  '56,  visiting  professor  of  biology 

Christopher  Nigrelli,  adjunct  instructor  of 
music 

Dr.  Katherine  Pasour,  assistant  professor 
of  healthful  living 

Sharon  Roseman,  part-time  instructor 
of  biology 

Amy  Wood,  assistant  professor  of  education 

L-R's  Sacred  Musk  Program 

presents 

"The  Church's  One  Foundation' 
Hymnfest 

featuring 
L-R  Brass  Ensemble 
&  A  Cappella  Choir 

Rev.  Dr.  James  Crumley, 
guest  speaker 

7:30  p.m.  Jan.  30, 

St.  Marks  Lutheran  Church, 

Charlotte 

2  p.m.  Jan.  31, 

Southern  Seminary, 

Columbia 

7:30  p.m.  Jan.  31, 

Mt.  Tabor  Lutheran  Church, 

West  Columbia 

5  p.m.  Feb.  1, 

Duke  University  Chapel, 

Durham 
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We  Are 


women 


Hear  Us 


r> 


Roar 


By  Tammy  Wilson 


Coach  Ruffo 


Kris  Ruffo,  head  women's 
basketball  coach,  is  bent 
on  lifting  the  Bears  from 
the  SAC  basement  and 
turning  them  into  come- 
back kids. 
The  women  haven't 
had  a  winning  season 
since  1986-87,  but  that  does- 
n't bother  Ruffo,  who  started 
,ML.        a  women's  basketball  team 
from  scratch  and  coached 
them  into  winners. 

"My  goal  here  is  to  get 
Lenoir-Rhyne  and  the  City 
of  Hickory  excited  about  L- 
R  athletics  again,"  she  says. 
For  a  29-year-old  who 
already  has  an  NCAA 
tournament  under  her 
belt  as  a  head  coach,  she 
isn't  daunted  by  the  task. 
The  youngest  of  five, 
Ruffo  started  out  as  a 
swimmer,  but  burned 
out  in  a  few  years.  She 
fell  in  love  with  bas- 
ketball since  a  drive- 
way pickup  game  at 
age  8  with  her  father 
and  brothers.  The 
Ruffos  are  athletic. 
Her  father,  Tony, 
played  semi-pro 
baseball  with  the  Dodgers 
and  her  brother,  Kent,  played  baseball 
for  James  Madison  University. 
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Ruffo  knew  she  wanted  to  coach 
back  when  she  was  a  13-year-old 
point  guard  for  her  middle  school  in 
Atlanta.  She  eventually  played  for  the 
University  of  South  Carolina-Spartan- 
burg,  and  credits  her  own  coach, 
Tammy  Holder,  for  fine-tuning  her 
game  and  her  goals. 

"She  instilled  the  love  of  the  game 
in  us,"  Ruffo  says.  Since  then,  Ruffo 
has  coached  at  USC-S  where  she  earned 
a  degree  in  health  and  EE.  She  began 
a  master's  in  counseling  at  Barry  Uni- 
versity at  Miami,  and  plans  to  finish 
that  degree  at  L-R. 

In  her  most  recent  post,  head 
women's  basketball  coach  at  Savannah 
College  of  Art  and  Design,  she  intro- 
duced the  sport  to  the  college,  literal- 
ly taking  the  team  from  ground  zero  to 
the  NCAA  in  four  years.  "The  school 
was  so  supportive  of  what  we  were 
doing,"  Ruffo  says. 

Artists  and  athletes  have  a  lot  in 
common,  Ruffo  says.  "Artists  are  very 
self-disciplined  and  that  showed  on 
the  court." 

She  hopes  to  do  something  similar 
for  L-R.  "I'm  young  enough  and  ener- 
getic enough,  and  have  had  some  real 
successes  so  far.  Everything  I  do  I  put 
my  heart  and  soul  into,"  Ruffo  says. 

She  will  introduce  a  more  aggres- 
sive style  of  play  this  year. 

"Change  is  scary,"  she  says,  "but 
the  wins  will  come.  The  first  step  is 
to  instill  confidence  and  change  to  a 
winning  attitude." 

Practice  began  Oct.  15,  after  six 
weeks  of  conditioning.  And  although 
the  women's  lineup  has  no  seniors, 
Ruffo  says  she  has  had  some  recruit- 
ing successes  and  is  determined  to 
make  things  work  here. 

She  smiles.  "I  feel  lucky  to  be  some- 
one who  gets  up  every  day  and  can 
truly  say  that  I  love  my  job.  Coaching 
is  all  about  managing  people,  taking 
12  different  personalities  with  different 
abilities  and  turning  them  into  a  team 
that  can  perform  well.  It's  a  draining 
profession,  but  a  very  rewarding  one. 
I  don't  like  to  lose." 

NOTE:  The  first  conference  game 
will  be  at  5:45  p.m.  Jan.  3  at  home 
against  Catawba  U 
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Title 


How  L-R 

stacks  up 


By  Maria  Armstrong 

With  all  the  talk  about 
Title  IX  this  year,  how 
does  L-R  really  mea- 
sure up? 
In  general,  Title  IX 
of  the  1972  Education 
Amendments  Act 
says:  "No  person  in 
the  United  States  shall,  on  the  basis 
of  sex,  be  excluded  from  participation 
in,  be  denied  the  benefits  of,  or  be 
subjected  to  discrimination  under 
any  educational  program  or  activity 
receiving  federal  financial  assistance." 

Easy  enough.  But  wait,  this  is  the 
federal  government.  A  lengthy  expla- 
nation from  Uncle  Sam  helps  institu- 
tions interpret  exactly  what  "excluded," 
"denied"  and  "discrimination"  mean. 
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Even  with  all  that  information, 
the  law  is  still  complex.  So,  even 
though  no  complaints  had  been  filed, 
in  October  of  1994,  L-R  took  a  pro- 
active stance  to  make  any  necessary 
changes  as  soon  as  possible. 

"The  administration  'called  in' 
LaMar  Daniel  of  the  Office  of  Civil 
Rights  in  Atlanta  to  examine  how  we 
measured  up  to  every  facet  of  the  law," 
says  Dr.  Jane  Jenkins,  athletics  direc- 
tor. "He  examined  the  entire  sports 
program  and  then  made  suggestions." 

Dr.  Keith  Ochs,  professor  of  health- 
ful living  and  sports  studies  agrees. 
"We  were  ahead  of  the  times.  We 
were  making  improvements  before 
the  law  said  we  had  to." 

Scholarships  are  one  of  the  main 
equity  components.  As  you  can  see 
from  the  charts,  there  have  been  a  few 


shifts  in  the  past  three  years.  Still,  the 
number  of  football  scholarships  may 
seem  high  when  compared  to  those 
for  women's  sports. 

"It's  fairly  easy  to  compare  sport  to 
sport,"  says  Joe  Smith,  director  of 
compliance  and  athletic  special 
events.  "But  when  there  is  no  direct 
comparison,  like  football  to  volleyball, 
you  have  to  look  at  the  number  of 
players."  The  football  team  has  85 
players.  If  you  divide  that  number  by 
22  scholarships,  you  get  a  one-quarter 
scholarship  per  player.  With  12  vol- 
leyball players,  divided  by  3  scholar- 
ships, you  get  the  same  figure. 

"Actually,"  Smith  says,  "we're  at  the 
conference  limit  for  volleyball,  but 
under  it  for  the  number  of  scholar- 
ships we  can  offer  football  players." 

Facilities  have  been  improved  over 
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the  years.  For  example,  Daniel  found 
the  softball  field  unacceptable,  and 
repairs  have  been  made.  "Dugouts  are 
in,  fencing  has  been  changed  and 
work  has  been  done  on  grading  the 
field,"  notes  Jenkins.  "While  still 
needing  work,  we  are  improving  the 
facilities  every  year." 

The  Shuford  Gym  was  built  in  the 
late  1950s,  before  women's  sports — 
and  many  of  the  men's  sports — even 
existed  on  campus.  Now,  classrooms 
are  used  for  offices  and  storage  rooms 
have  been  turned  into  locker  rooms. 
"It's  been  difficult  to  work  with  this 
building,"  Smith  says.  "Being  con- 
structed in  the  1950s,  the  structures 
weren't  built  to  handle  13  sports, 
including  six  women's  sports." 

Before  1994,  the  women's  basket- 
ball team  was  the  only  female  team 
with  a  locker  room.  Now  there  are 
four  permanent,  women-only  locker 
rooms,  and  just  two  for  men.  Football 
and  baseball  share  a  third  locker  room 
space,  with  each  team  getting  primary 
usage  during  their  respective  season. 

"We  actually  have  better  locker 
rooms  for  the  women,"  admits  Smith. 

As  for  coaching,  the  softball  and  vol- 
leyball positions  have  been  separated 
and  the  women's  soccer/golf  position 
has  been  changed  to  soccer  only.  This 
year,  a  graduate  assistant  coach  has 
been  added  to  the  volleyball  program 
to  offset  the  number  of  assistant  coach- 
es in  football,  according  to  Jenkins. 

All  of  the  coaching  contracts  are 
made  by  President  LaHurd  now.  The 
coaches  are  paid  on  a  scale  similar  to 
that  used  for  faculty.  The  more  expe- 
rience, the  higher  the  salary. 

"You  send  the  wrong  message  by 
paying  a  coach  six  times  what  you 
pay  a  professor,"  says  Smith.  "I  think 
it's  important  we're  doing  it  this  way." 

One  of  Daniel's  recommendations 
was  to  focus  on  enriching  the  existing 
women's  teams  rather  than  adding 
new  sports. 

"In  1994-95,  there  were  67  women 
participating  in  athletics.  So  far  this 
year  we  have  77,"  says  Jenkins.  If  new 
sports,  such  as  swimming  or  golf  were 
added,  there  would  be  a  difficulty, 
Smith  believes. 

"Who  would  we  compete  against?" 
He  says  we  would  be  forced  to  seek 
out  teams  on  our  level.  "We  would 
have  to  face  bigger  schools  or  travel  a 
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Scholarships  for  Men  1 994-95 


Football 

22 

Baseball 

4.7 

Basketball 

8.5 

Soccer 

3.2 

Cross  Country 

.05 

Tennis 

.8 

Golf 

.95 

Scholarships  for  Women  1 994-95 

Volleyball 

2 

Softball 

1.7 

Basketball 

4.8 

Soccer 

1.7 

Cross  Country 

.05 

Tennis 

.81 

Scholarships  for  Men  1 997-98 

Football 

22 

Baseball 

4 

Basketball 

8 

Soccer 

2 

Cross  Country 

.25 

Tennis 

.25 

Golf 

.25 

Scholarships  for  Women  1 997-98 

Volleyball 

3 

Softball 

3.5 

Basketball 

8 

Soccer 

2 

Cross  Country 

.25 

Tennis 

.25 

Title  IX  regulations  37  CFR  ch.  1,  Section  106.41. 

Separate  teams.  Where  a  school  has  team  members  of  one  sex  but  no  such  team  for  members 
of  the  other  sex,  members  of  the  excluded  sex  must  be  allowed  to  try-out  for  the  team  offered 
unless  the  sport  involved  is  a  contact  sport. 

Equal  opportunity:  (1)  Selection  of  sports  and  levels  of  competition  effectively  accommodates 
both  sexes;  (2)  Equipment  and  supplies;  (3)  Scheduling  of  games  and  practice  time;  (4)  Travel 
and  per  diem  allowance;  (5)  Opportunity  to  receive  coaching  and  academic  tutoring;  (6) 
Assignment  and  compensation  of  coaches  and  tutors;  (7)  Locker  rooms,  practice  and  competi- 
tive facilities;  (8)  Medical  and  training  facilities  and  services;  (9)  Housing  and  dining  facilities 
and  services;  (10)  Publicity. 

Adjustment  period.  Must  comply  fully  no  later  than  three  years  from  the  effective  date  of  this 
regulation. 


lot  of  miles  just  to  compete,"  he  says. 
"And  both  of  those  options  mean 
spending  more  money."  As  always, 
player  equity  boils  down  to  finances. 

"We  have  to  rely  on  our  alumni  for 
support,"  he  says.  "The  reputation  of 
our  athletic  program  was  built  on 
football  in  the  '50s  and  '60s.  Now, 


those  alumni  are  the  ones  most  able 
to  support  our  programs,  and  natural- 
ly they  select  football.  The  women's 
programs  just  weren't  here  then.  The 
women  who  played  sports  in  the  last 
15  or  20  years,  and  those  playing 
now,  are  important  for  the  future  of 
women's  sports  at  Lenoir-Rhyne."       □ 
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Struggles  help  V7  Bost  Professor 
a    appreciate  the 

Art, 
Life 


By  Tammy  Wilson 


It's  been  a  long  journey  from 
the  time  armed  Argentine  sol- 
diers burst  into  his  classroom 
to  the  day  Lenoir-Rhyne  Col- 
lege honored  him  as  the  Bost 
Distinguished  Professor. 
To  Dr.  Robert  Winter,  the 
experiences  are  as  opposite  as 
Argentinean  summer  is  to  a  winter  in 
North  Carolina.  Patience  and  faith, 
says  Winter,  do  win  out  in  the  end. 
Winter,  associate  professor  of  art, 
has  been  on  the  faculty  since  1981, 
when  he  arrived  on  campus  with  a 
wife,  a  child,  two  suitcases  and  $3,000 
tucked  into  a  money  belt  for  a  new 
start  in  the  United  States.  And  when 
you  taste  life  in  a  democracy  like  the 
United  States,  Winter  says,  nothing 
else  will  do. 

"The  atmosphere  (Argentina)  was 
asphyxiating,"  the  professor  says  of 
life  under  military  dictatorships.  He 
narrowly  escaped  death  twice  at  the 
hands  of  government  agents. 

Winter,  whose  Spanish  accent  still 
flavors  each  sentence,  speaks  proudly 
of  his  family.  He  was  named  for  his 
grandfather,  British  astronomer  Robert 
Winter,  who  charted  the  skies  of  the 
Southern  Hemisphere  and  set  up  the 
first  South  American  observatory  at 
the  National  University  of  Cordoba. 
Winters  English  father  and  Italian 
mother  were  educators  there. 

Growing  up  at  the  time  of  Juan  and 
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Eva  Peron  was  a  difficult  time  for  many 
in  Argentina,  a  subject  he  quickly  says 
has  been  oversimplified  in  Hollywood's 
Evita. 

In  1953,  Winter,  then  7,  was  travel- 
ing in  a  tram  with  his  father  when  they 
learned  that  the  First  Lady  of  Argenti- 
na had  died.  Hysterical  crowds  began 
to  gather  in  the  streets  on  a  day  that 
shook  the  world  in  much  the  same 
way  the  deaths  of  President  Kennedy 
and  Princess  Diana  have  done. 

Winter  says  he  enjoyed  drawing 
pictures  as  a  child,  but  his  parents 
encouraged  him  to  study  law.  He  did, 
eventually,  and  even  spent  part  of  his 
college  days  at  Falls  Church,  Va.,  but 
when  Winter  received  a  law  degree  in 
1969,  he  soon  realized  that  being  an 
attorney  wasn't  for  him. 

"Applying  constitutional  law  was 
such  a  joke  when  you  never  saw  it  in 
action  in  Argentina,"  he  says.  Against 
his  family's  wishes,  he  returned  to  the 
National  University  of  Cordoba  to  study 
art.  He  was  a  stellar  student  though 
he  paid  no  attention  to  grades. 

"I  never  checked  my  notebook 
(where  professors  had  graded  him) 
until  it  was  time  to  graduate  and  I 
realized  I  had  the  highest  average  in 
the  class."  He  won  the  gold  medal  for 
having  the  highest  G.RA.  and  went  on 
to  receive  a  master  of  fine  arts  degree 
in  1975  and  a  doctorate  in  art  educa- 
tion two  years  later. 

By  1980,  however,  conditions  were 
deteriorating  rapidly.  Argentina  was 


Winter  with  his  painting,  "Opera  Sacra" 
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"It's  one  more  struggle  that  I  can  show  my  children 

how  to  overcome.  I  tell  them  to  have  no  fears  in  life, 

don't  hear  when  people  tell  you,  that  you  can't 

do  something.  You  must  have  a  goal.  In  time, 

and  with  Gods  help,  you  will  get  there. ' 
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reeling  from  the  world's  highest  infla- 
tion rate  (1,000%),  citizens  were  being 
arrested,  tortured  and  murdered  as  one 
military  regime  overthrew  another. 

Winter's  family  never  joined  Peron's 
party,  and  Robert  has  always  been  one 
to  speak  his  mind.  It  wasn't  too  surpris- 
ing, then,  when  one  day  armed  govern- 
ment soldiers  stormed  into  Winter's 
art  class  at  the  university,  demanding  of 
his  students  whether  they  were  being 
taught  subversive  material. 

"This  was  ridiculous,"  Winter  says. 
"How  could  anyone  really  know  what 
the  government  wanted?  There  was 
this  joke  that  Argentina  was  like  an 
LP — 33  1/3  revolutions  per  minute." 

Quietly,  Winter  made  plans  to 
escape  with  his  wife,  Monica,  and 
their  young  son,  Paul  (now  an  L-R 
sophomore). 

"I  had  to  turn  over  everything — 
our  home,  our  car,  our  property — to 
relatives,"  the  professor  says,  in  order 
to  keep  the  government  from  confis- 
cating them. 

Their  first  choice  was  France, 
where  Winter's  sister  had  already 
emigrated,  but  the  French  Embassy 
said  the  quota  had  already  been  met. 
They  then  looked  to  the  United  States, 
and  at  about  that  time,  received  a  call 
from  Dr.  Marion  Love,  then  chair  of 
the  Department  of  Art,  Theatre  Arts 
&  Speech.  She  had  learned  of  him 
when  Winter  had  visited  Hickory  for 
a  brief  time  as  a  visiting  art  instructor. 
Prof.  Margaret  Berry  of  the  L-R  art 
department  had  died  suddenly,  and 
the  college  needed  someone  quickly 
who  could  teach  a  variety  of  art 
courses. 

Winter  and  his  family  arrived  at 
mid-term  and  one  of  the  first  chal- 
lenges was  language.  Though  he 
spoke  English  fluently,  Monica  Winter 
did  not.  A  physician's  assistant  by 
training,  she  was  determined  to  learn 
the  language  as  soon  as  possible.  She 
turned  on  the  TV  and  saw  weather- 
man Mike  McKay. 

"I  don't  understand  a  word  he's  say- 
ing, but  I  want  to  learn  to  speak  like 
him,"  she  told  her  husband.  Monica 
Winter  eventually  spoke  excellent 
English,  thanks  in  part  to  the  WBTV 
"tutoring."  She  later  taught  Spanish  in 
local  schools. 

Winter's  appointment  became  full- 
time,  but  the  going  was  still  rough 
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with  a  growing  family.  They  were  en- 
couraged by  their  church  and  friends, 
but,  says  Winter,  the  toughest  part 
was  learning  "the  system."  Trying  to 
establish  a  permanent  visa,  Winter 
took  matters  (and  his  whole  family) 
to  the  Washington  office  of  Rep. 
James  Broyhill. 

"We  couldn't  stay  here  without 
the  visa,  but  we  couldn't  go  back  to 
Argentina."  Broyhill,  Winter  says, 
was  their  saving  grace.  "We  didn't 
have  an  appointment  with  him,  but 
I  think  the  congressman  sensed  our 
urgency.  He  made  one  phone  call  and 
got  it  taken  care  of  right  then  with  us 
in  the  office.  It  was  truly  amazing  to 
us."  The  Winters  became  U.S.  citizens 
four  years  later. 


"We  had  a  wonderful 


marriage.  We  planned  to 

raise  our  children  and 

grow  old  together.  (Cancer) 


was  something  we  hadn't 


counted  on." 


Through  it  all,  Winter  says,  he 
relied  on  his  faith  in  God  and  his  fam- 
ily, evidenced  by  the  many  photos  of 
him,  his  wife  and  four  children  in  his 
office.  The  tragedy  of  Winter's  life  was 
the  loss  of  his  wife  to  cancer  in  1994. 

"We  had  a  wonderful  marriage.  We 
planned  to  raise  our  children  and  grow 
old  together.  (Cancer)  was  something 
we  hadn't  counted  on." 

Winter  is  now  a  single  parent  to  a 
son  and  three  daughters  ranging  from 
5  to  18.  It's  tough,  he  says,  but  "you 
know,  I  am  starting  to  think  like  all 
the  single  mothers  out  there.  I  no 
longer  take  some  household  things 
for  granted  because  I'm  the  only  one 
to  do  them."  The  fact  that  he  and  his 
wife  shared  so  much  of  the  household 
and  child-rearing  chores  has  made  the 
transition  easier. 

He  says,  "It's  one  more  struggle 
that  I  can  show  my  children  how  to 
overcome.  I  tell  them  to  have  no  fears 
in  life,  don't  hear  when  people  tell 
you  that  you  can't  do  something.  You 
must  have  a  goal.  In  time,  and  with 
God's  help,  you  will  get  there." 


Patience  is  everything.  Healing 
takes  time,  he  says,  adding,  "You  can't 
live  life  fully  by  holding  grudges." 

Since  his  wife's  death,  Winter  has 
received  an  honorary  doctorate  from 
the  European  University  of  Paris  for 
his  contributions  and  study  of  art  his- 
tory, and  he  has  been  listed  in  Who's 
Who  Among  American  Teachers. 

The  Bost  Professorship  was  a  com- 
plete surprise,  he  says. 

Dr.  Bill  Mauney  professor  of  eco- 
nomics, has  chaired  the  Bost  Profes- 
sor selection  committee  in  the  past 
and  says  he  was  delighted  at  Winter's 
selection. 

"(Winter)  is  an  outstanding  faculty 
member,  a  super  teacher  and  colleague. 
He  is  well-known  in  the  arts  around 
the  world  and  has  done  much  to  devel- 
op the  program  in  visual  arts  here  on 
campus,"  Mauney  says. 

His  teaching  style,  Winter  says,  is 
one  based  on  sharing  experiences  and 
using  practical  examples,  and  he  has 
plenty  of  them. 

"I  listen  a  lot  to  my  students,  I'm 
relational,"  Winter  says. 

Dr.  Phil  Blosser,  professor  of  reli- 
gion and  philosophy  and  long-time 
friend,  sees  Winter  as  a  "behind-the- 
scenes"  person. 

"Not  many  may  know  it,  but  for 
a  long  time  Bob  Winter  has  taken  in 
international  students  for  the  holi- 
days when  they  had  no  place  to  go.  It 
isn't  part  of  any  program,  just  some- 
thing he  believes  in  and  wants  to  do 
on  his  own." 

Blosser  says  Winter  has  for  years 
helped  organize  the  Hispanic  commu- 
nity, and  speaks  four  languages  fluent- 
ly, which  makes  him  a  magnet  to 
many  new  arrivals. 

The  fact  that  he  is  an  evangelical 
Christian  adds  another  dimension, 
Blosser  says,  noting  Winter's  role  in 
leading  a  fellowship  group  on  campus 
Sunday  mornings. 

Winter  takes  the  accolades  humbly. 
The  awards,  he  says,  "are  just  God's 
way  of  telling  me  that  I'm  doing  okay, 
but  I  have  to  keep  it  all  in  perspec- 
tive. I've  seen  enough  in  life  of  what 
titles  can  do  to  people,  and  I  don't 
want  that.  I  just  want  to  be  the  same 
guy  I've  always  been.  I  just  want  to 
meet  people,  relate  to  them  and  to 
admire  people.  There  are  many  such 
people  right  on  this  campus."  □ 
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Vicki  Schell  and  the  Temple  of 

Winged  Lions 


By  Maria  Armstrong 

In  a  "tilly  endurable"  hat  and 
paratrooper  boots,  Dr.  Vicki 
Schell  uncovered  an  adventure 
last  summer.  She  was  part  of  a 
team  of  amateur  archeologists 
brushing  back  the  sands  of 
time  at  a  five-week  dig  in  the 
ancient  city  of  Petra. 
"At  first,  you  get  so  excited  when 
you  discover  something,"  Schell  said. 
She  unearthed  a  six-inch  pottery  stat- 
ue of  an  ibex.  "But  they  had  found  so 
much  pottery  that  it  was  pretty  com- 
monplace. The  real  finds  are  quickly 
turned  over  to  the  Department  of 
Antiquities." 

Schell,  three  other  volunteers  and 
four  archeology  students  made  up  the 
American  Expedition  to  Petra,  spon- 
sored by  Brigham  Young  University. 
They  were  trained  in  using  specialized 
excavation  tools,  but  mainly  wielded 
picks,  axes  and  shovels.  Dr.  Philip 
Hammond,  professor  emeritus  of  the 
University  of  Utah,  led  Schell's  group 
and  has  been  on  this  site  for  the  past 
40  years.  His  work  has  been  featured 
in  documentaries  on  the  Discovery 
Channel  and  A&E  cable  network. 
The  tender,  delicate  work  with 
small  brushes  and  picks  happens  less 
often  than  does  the  heavy  removal  of 
tons  of  dirt,  Schell  said,  to  get  down 
to  the  ruins  and  artifacts.  Each  work- 
er concentrated  on  a  marked  trench 
of  10  square  meters.  Schell  worked  in 
the  partially  excavated  Temple  of  the 
Winged  Lions,  devoted  to  Al'Uzza, 
the  fertility  goddess. 

The  legends  of  Petra,  which  is  locat- 
ed in  southwest  Jordan,  are  prominent 
in  the  Bible,  and,  in  a  round-about 
way,  that's  how  Schell  became  part  of 
the  expedition.  She  read  about  it  in  the 
Biblical  Archaeological  Review.  Each 
January  the  Review  lists  expeditions  for 
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the  coming  year,  in  addition  to  descrip- 
tions of  ancient  cities. 

"I  read  the  Review  mainly  for 
enhancing  my  reading  of  the  Bible," 
Schell  said.  "It  makes  the  places  more 
vivid  to  me."  Now  she  has  first-hand 
knowledge  of  one  of  those  places.  It  is 
here  that  Moses  made  water  pour  from 
the  rock.  It  is  here  we  find  the  altar  on 
which  Abraham  intended  to  sacrifice 
his  son  Isaac.  And  it  is  here  the  prophet 
Aaron  is  believed  to  be  buried. 

Nicknamed  the  "Pink  City  of  the 
Desert,"  Petra  flourished  from  100  BC 
to  300  AD.  It  was  on  the  caravan 
route  for  spices,  silk  and  frankincense 
coming  from  China,  India  and  Arabia, 
going  toward  Egypt  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean. Protected  by  mountains  and 
the  ever-changing  colors  of  the  lime- 
stone walls  of  Siq  Gorge,  this  trading 
center  was  a  stronghold  for  the 
Nabataeans  and  later,  the  Byzantines. 

But  this  rock-carved  city  was  not 
strong  enough  to  withstand  the  series 
of  earthquakes  believed  to  have 
occurred  around  363  AD.  Left  virtual- 
ly untouched  until  1829,  it  was  only 
about  10  years  ago  the  local  Bedouins 


camping  there  were  displaced  in  the 
interest  of  drawing  visitors  to  boost 
the  economy. 

The  L-R  mathematics  professor  did 
not  leave  her  true  vocation  behind, 
though. 

"We  did  use  a  lot  of  math.  We  used 
the  Pythagorean  Theorem  and  trian- 
gularization  for  drawing  the  markings 
and  maps  of  the  site.  We  also  used 
semi-circles  and  circumferences  to 
find  out  how  big  a  piece  of  pottery 
originally  was  from  just  the  shards  we 
discovered." 

About  those  ships  of  the  desert- 
camels-Schell  said  they  are  mainly  for 
the  tourists.  However,  if  you  are  offered 
some  for  dinner,  you'd  better  eat  it. 

"It's  very  expensive,  and  hard  to 
cook,  but  it's  a  way  of  showing 
wealth.  It's  a  big  compliment  to  have 
camel  served  to  you,  so  you  eat  it  and 
smile.  The  people  don't  have  much, 
but  they  offer  what  they  have.  The 
laws  of  the  desert  decree  hospitality." 

Schell  is  not  afraid  to  be  a  stranger 
in  a  strange  land.  She  spent  a  year  in 
Istanbul,  Turkey,  where  she  taught  at 
a  charity  school.  She  also  spent  some 
time  teaching  in  Austria. 

But  if  you  think  some  of  her  travels 
have  been  out  of  this  world,  ask  her 
about  the  three  years  she  spent  on  the 
space  shuttle  project.  This  lady  is  at 
home,  whether  it's  underground  or  far 
above  it.  □ 


Dr.  Vicki  SchelK 
well-traveled 
passport  and  the 
Al  Kazar  (treasury), 
one  of  the  first 
signs  of  ancient 
civilization  when 
passing  through 
the  Siq  Gorge. 


Morganton  couple  helps  recapture 
the  spirit  ofL-Rs  glory  days  with 

A  Gift  for 


Music 


By  Tammy  Wilson 


'Enthusiasm 


Sanders  insists 
"will  carry  you  a 
long  way  " 


Doug  Sanders  when  he  led  the 
Snappy  Sixty. 
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It's  been  44  years  since  Drum 
Major  Doug  Sanders  '53  last  led 
the  Snappy  Sixty  down  the  field, 
but  he  still  can't  help  but  get 
emotional  about  it — so  much  so 
that  he  and  wife,  Pat  '53,  recent- 
ly gave  $10,000  to  help  the 
Lenoir-Rhyne  pep  band. 

Thanks  to  the  Morganton  couple's 
generosity  and  enthusiasm,  more 
students  are  now  able  to  participate 
in  the  pep  band  which  has  grown  to 
30  members. 

"To  encourage  students  to  partici- 
pate, the  college  has  for  some  time 
offered  stipends  to  those  in  the  band," 
explains  Dr.  Daniel  Kiser,  band  direc- 
tor and  professor  of  music.  "The 
Sanders'  generosity  has  allowed  us 
to  expand." 

Kiser  believes  the  pep  band  is  a 
good  alternative  to  a  marching  band. 

"We're  providing  the  support,  but 
we're  just  not  out  on  the  field,"  he  says. 

Still,  some  alumni  dream  of  recap- 
turing the  "glory  days,"  such  as  those 
the  Sanders  recall,  when  Coach 
Clarence  "Daddy  Bear"  Stasavich  '35 
led  the  team  through  a  legendary  win- 
ning streak. 

It  was  a  typical  Monday  in  the  fall 
of  1951  when  Doug  stepped  up  to 
challenge  the  school  to  support  the 
band.  Lunch,  then  taken  in  the  refec- 
tory, involved  the  whole  student  body 
and  part  of  the  meal  on  most  Mondays 
involved  an  open  mike  with  accolades 
to  the  football  team  for  another  job 
well  done. 

"We  only  lost  two  games  while  I 
was  at  L-R,"  Sanders  recalls,  but  he 
says  he  tired  of  the  attention  going 
strictly  to  the  players.  "Sure  the  team 
was  number  one,  but  others  had 
worked  hard  too,  like  the  color  guard, 
cheerleaders  and  the  band." 

At  that  point,  Sanders  walked  up  to 
the  PA.  and  "made  a  fool  of  myself," 
as  he  puts  it,  urging  Lenoir-Rhyne  to 
pass  the  credit  around  a  bit.  Shortly 
afterward,  Coach  Stasavich  and  Dr. 
Robin  Gatwood,  professor  of  music, 
said  they  agreed  with  Sanders. 

And  Steve  Trudnack,  an  All-Ameri- 
can  on  the  football  field,  said  he'd  like 
to  become  part  of  the  winning  band 
team  as  well.  He  took  up  his  trom- 
bone for  the  marching  Bears.  Seth 
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Crapps,  editor  of  the  Lenoir-Rhynean, 
started  running  stories  and  photos  in 
support  of  the  band,  as  did  the  Hicko- 
ry Daily  Record. 

"From  that  point  on,  the  campus 
became  pro-band,"  Sanders  recalls. 
"Me  and  my  big  mouth  really  got 
something  going." 

Pat  Jaynes,  who  would  later  become 
his  wife,  was  a  majorette  and  Miss 
Lenoir-Rhyne. 

"Back  in  those  days,  the  band  would 
march  through  downtown  Hickory 
before  a  game  to  rally  the  town  behind 
Lenoir-Rhyne,"  she  says.  Practice  ses- 
sions were  held  in  St.  Andrews  Luther- 
an Church,  then  located  on  the  corner 
near  Fritz-Conrad  Residence  Hall. 

At  one  point,  Gatwood  himself 
grabbed  a  euphonium,  put  on  a  regu- 
lar uniform  and  marched  along  with 
the  students.  That  memory  brings 
tears  to  Sanders'  eyes. 

"That  was  the  highest  compliment 
he  could  pay  us,"  he  says,  pointing 
out  that  the  gesture  meant  Gatwood 
truly  believed  in  what  the  students 
were  doing. 

Sanders,  a  clarinetist  from  Morgan- 
ton  High  School,  says  he  owes  meet- 
ing his  wife  to  playing  in  the  band. 

"She  was  a  baton  twirler  and 
knocked  my  music  off  the  lyre  as  we 
were  marching,"  he  laughs. 

"I  didn't  even  realize  I'd  done  that!" 
she  sniffs. 

Doug  gained  his  first  experience 
leading  the  Morganton  band  as  drum 
major  and  when  both  he  and  Pat  both 
eventually  wound  up  at  L-R,  he  tried 
out  and  was  chosen  as  drum  major. 
Though  he  led  the  Snappy  Sixty 
through  many  a  maneuver,  he  insists 
"the  real  guts  of  the  band  is  in  the 
musicians.  The  members  are  the  ones 
who  have  to  play,  watch  their  position 
and  watch  the  signals.  A  drum  major  is 
just  the  guy  up  there  waving  his  arms." 

The  highlight  of  the  Sanders' 
career  with  the  band  came  Jan.  9, 
1953,  when  L-R  played  in  the  Cigar 
Bowl  in  Tampa.  Thanks  to  efforts  of 
Earl  Aiken,  then  director  of  Public 
Relations,  $4,000  and  two  Trailways 
buses  were  secured  for  the  trip  to  the 
game,  which  was  broadcast  by  radio. 
The  biggest  compliment  came  from  a 
radio  commentator,  who  mistook  the 
Snappy  Sixty,  which  marched  military 
style  only,  as  representing  a  military 
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school,  Sanders  laughs.  In  spite  of  the 
help  of  the  band,  the  fans  and  gener- 
ous support  of  local  businesspeople 
who  financed  the  trip,  Stasavich  and 
the  Bears  lost  to  the  University  of 
Tampa  21-12.  Even  so,  the  loss  didn't 
dampen  L-R's  spirit.  Just  being  there 
was  a  privilege;  people  are  still  talk- 
ing about  it  decades  later. 

The  marching  band,  organized  in 
the  late  '40s,  was  an  integral  part  of 
campus  life  until  1991,  when  high 
costs  and  a  shrinking  number  of  play- 
ers "disbanded"  L-R's  marching  musi- 
cians. That  fact  saddens  Sanders  and 
others  who  recall  the  pride  and  dedi- 
cation of  being  a  part  of  or  seeing  the 
contributions  a  marching  band  that 
gives  to  an  athletics  program  and  the 
school  in  general. 

Sanders  understands,  though,  that 
times  have  changed  greatly.  Students 
have  more  distractions  now  than  they 
did  in  the  early  '50s  and  high  school 
band  programs  are  much  more  intense 
than  they  were  in  the  Sanders'  day. 

"Young  people  come  to  college 
now  having  played  in  high  school 
and  are  probably  burned  out  for  doing 
in  college,"  though,  he  thinks,  their 
experience  should  make  a  college 
band  experience  less  taxing  overall. 

Kiser  agrees  that  some  students  are 
burned  out  on  marching  by  the  time 
they  reach  college,  but  says  Sanders' 
dream  of  some  day  reviving  a  march- 
ing band  is  possible. 

Kiser  says  that  in  order  to  recruit 
enough  qualified  students  for  a  march- 
ing band,  there  would  have  to  be  a 
deliberate  college  effort  to  seek  high 
school  seniors  who  are  interested  and 
experienced  enough  to  march  at  the 
college  level. 


Doug  led  his  future  wife  off  the  field  at 
Homecoming  1952.  She  was  Homecom- 
ing Queen;  he  was  drum  major  (left)  and 
Doug  and  Pat  Sanders  today  (right). 


"To  do  it  right  would  require  quite 
a  large  amount  of  scholarship  and 
operational  funding  to  attract  quali- 
fied students.  It's  not  out  of  the  realm 
of  possibility,"  Kiser  says,  but  there 
are  competing  demands  on  campus. 

Sanders,  who  later  served  as  drum 
major  for  the  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps 
with  the  U.S.  Air  Force  at  Lackland 
Air  Force  Base,  is  now  retired  from 
GMAC  Finance.  Pat,  a  former  teacher, 
joined  her  husband  in  rallying  behind 
the  alumni  band  when  it  was  initiated 
at  Homecoming  1995.  The  project  is 
succeeding  in  large  part  due  to  sup- 
port from  the  Sanders. 

But  most  of  all,  they  haven't  forgot- 
ten local  people  who  financed  their 
way  to  Tampa  years  ago.  The  Sanders 
are  the  kind  of  people  who  believe  the 
best  way  to  say  thanks  is  to  pass  the 
favor  along  to  others. 

"John  Philip  Sousa  once  said  that  if 
a  band  passes  by  and  a  man  doesn't 
tap  his  foot,  you  might  as  well  bury 
that  man  because  he's  dead  already 

"Enthusiasm,"  Sanders  insists,  "will 
carry  you  a  long  way." 

If  the  Sanders  have  their  way,  there 
won't  be  any  idle  feet  for  long  at  L-R. 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  If  you  would  like 
to  know  more  about  how  you  can  sup- 
port the  Eenoir-Rhyne  pep  hand  or  the 
Music  Department  in  general,  contact 
Teri  Lemons,  director  of  Development, 
at  704-328-7360.  U 
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'Grapes  of  Wrath'  bears  bittersweet  memories 


HE 


OAD  MODE 


By  Maria  Armstrong 

inimalistic  scenery 
and  realistic 
appearance  of 
Playmakers'  The 
Grapes  oj Wrath 
this  month  convey 
the  Okies'  intensity  as  they  carve  out 
an  existence  in  the  Dust  Bowl  days. 

The  play,  adapted  by  Frank  Galati 
from  the  John  Steinbeck  novel  of  the 
same  name,  follows  the  Joad  Family 
as  they  lose  everything  they  have,  but 
hold  on  to  their  essential  humanity. 

"The  one  thing  they  do  have,  is 
family,"  saysjenni  Propst,  Playmakers' 
stage  manager.  She  knows  both  the 
play  and  the  characters  inside  out. 
"Family  keeps  them  together  and 
allows  them  to  survive,"  she  says. 

A  glance  through  trustee  docu- 
ments of  the  early  1930s  gives  clues  as 
to  what  was  going  on  in  the  commu- 
nity and  on  campus.  History  shows 
that  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  family 
also  had  to  keep  together  in  order  to 
survive  the  trials  of  the  era.  The 
actions,  deemed  necessary  at  the  time, 
may  seem  as  harsh  and  as  dirty  as  the 
characters  on  the  Belk  Centrum  stage. 

Even  though  the  loss  of  $4,500  for 
the  1928-29  academic  year  was  less 
than  anticipated,  the  board  needed  to 
take  action  to  ensure  against  greater 
losses.  They  planned  to  reduce  the 
number  of  summer  classes  to  increase 
profits.  The  summer  courses  turned 
out  to  be  profitable  in  themselves,  so 
no  reductions  were  made  in  the  end. 

The  board  suggested  incorporating 
the  History  and  Sociology  departments 
into  one,  creating  the  Department  of 
Social  Sciences.  That  never  happened 
either.  The  Extension  Program  also 
met  with  much  discussion  of  cancella- 
tion over  the  years,  and  finally  was  dis- 
continued after  1933-34. 

A  partial  breakdown  for  the  1929- 
30  school  year  showed  that  out  of 
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113  freshmen,  49  were  children  of 
farmers,  20  were  merchants'  children 
and  12  were  the  offspring  of  mill 
superintendents.  Out  of  a  total  enroll- 
ment of  345  in  the  fall  of  1929,  193 
were  Lutherans.  After  several  peti- 
tions, the  United  Lutheran  Church  of 
America  (U.L.C.A.)  finally  increased 
its  monetary  support. 

"Without  the  Lutheran  Church," 
surmises  Wade  Hampton  "Hamp" 
Shuford,  Jr.,  L-R  Class  of '50,  "the 
school  wouldn't  have  made  it."  Shu- 
ford, who  lived  near  campus,  wit- 
nessed many  changes  over  the  years  - 
he  remembers  walking  through  the 
woods  to  get  to  school.  Several  Shu- 
fords  attended  L-R.  In  fact,  the  block 
behind  the  tennis  courts  was  part  of 
the  Shuford  Land  Grant,  according  to 
Adelaide  Shuford,  who  taught  a  couple 
of  Dr.  Walter  Nau's  French  classes.  She 
often  crossed  the  campus  to  visit  with 
the  Setzler  family,  who  lived  in  High- 
land Hall  and  later,  Russell  House. 

"He  used  to  complain  about  the 
remitting  of  his  salary,"  recalls  Jeff 
Norris  '52  about  his  boss,  Edwin  Set- 
zler, registrar,  academic  dean  and 
chair  of  the  English  Department.  Nor- 
ris was  secretary/assistant  to  the  regis- 
trar at  the  time.  He  is  now  assistant  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  and  co-authored 
Fair  Star:  A  Centennial  History  oj 
Lenoir-Rhyne  College  in  1990. 

This  remittance,  called  the  "1930 
Appeal,"  was  perhaps  one  of  the  most 
dramatic  and  most  widely-felt  actions 
of  the  board.  While  the  faculty  and 
staff  employment  numbers  remained 
fairly  constant,  beginning  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1931,  they  "voluntarily" 
accepted  remitting  17  percent  of  their 
pay  back  to  the  college.  The  amount 
grew  to  20  percent  in  1932-33. 

As  one  might  imagine,  this  remit- 
tance policy  was  unpopular,  and 
when  the  board  requested  that  the 
staff  and  faculty  remit  30  percent  of 
their  salaries  in  March  of  1933,  Presi- 


dent H.  Brent  Schaeffer  offered  to 
reduce  his  salary  by  40  percent,  if  the 
board  would  agree  to  lower  rent  on 
his  home.  This  gesture  was  to  help 
share  the  burden  and  quell  disgrun- 
tled workers. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  either 
offered,  or  were  offered,  numerous 
plans  to  attempt  to  make  the  school 
profitable  in  the  lean  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1930,  it  was  sug- 
gested that  there  be  a  change  in  din- 
ing hall  management,  with  the  expec- 
tation to  "give  more  consideration  to 
a  balanced  meal  next  year." 

Since  the  college  had  its  own 
chapel  and  pastor,  it  managed  to  save 
$400  a  year  by  eliminating  the  pastor 
of  St.  Andrew's  Church  from  the  L-R 
payroll. 

In  bad  times,  recreational  activities 
are  often  among  the  first  to  go.  The 
sports  program  was  shown  to  be  a 
consistent  money  loser.  In  the  spring 
of  1931,  a  proposal  to  the  board 
included  dropping  men's  and  women's 
basketball,  tennis  and  track.  Baseball 
would  be  limited  to  playing  only  in- 
state competitors. 

A  Department  of  Industry  was  also 
proposed  in  the  spring  of  1931.  It  was 
designed  so  students  could  earn  their 
way  through  college.  A  program  in 
scientific  agriculture  and  canning  was 
to  be  included.  The  proceeds  from  the 
sale  of  what  was  produced  would  off- 
set the  start-up  and  operation  of  the 
new  program.  Students  were  to  be 
rural  high  school  graduates  who 
would  agree  to  do  farm  work  after 
graduation.  Although  it  was  approved, 
the  program  was  never  enacted. 

The  status  of  the  life  insurance  pol- 
icy the  college  had  taken  out  on  the 
president  also  indicated  the  level  of 
the  economy  as  the  years  went  by.  In 
the  spring  of  1931,  in  an  effort  to 
reduce  unnecessary  costs,  this  policy 
was  cut  in  half,  but  by  early  1933,  the 
policy  was  canceled  altogether. 
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Also  in  an  effort  to  cut  costs,  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1931-32  the  board 
proposed  eliminating  the  Lyceum  and 
the  provision  of  furnishing  each  stu- 
dent with  the  college  paper.  This 
would  reduce  college  costs  by  $5  for 
each  of  the  310  students.  This  num- 
ber was  35  fewer  than  were  enrolled 
the  previous  year.  A  poll  to  discover 
why  they  had  decided  not  to  attend 
L-R  revealed  they  had  dropped  out  of 
college  completely. 

Just  as  the  Joads  were  dispossessed 
of  their  home  at  the  beginning  of  The 
Grapes  of  Wrath,  many  Hickory  resi- 
dents found  themselves  in  dire  straits. 
Their  mortgages  were  foreclosed,  or 
their  properties  were  sacrificed  at  a 
much  reduced  price  in  order  to  cover 
the  mortgage. 
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There  were  instances  of  such  sales 
and  foreclosures  benefiting  L-R.  Typi- 
cally, endowments  resulted  from  wills 
and  life  insurance  policies,  gifted  after 
the  owners  died.  While  a  tragedy  for 
the  individual  families,  in  part, 
actions  like  these  enabled  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  to  be  the  only  Lutheran  college 
in  America  with  no  deficit  in  1936. 

Like  the  weekly  dances  at  Weed- 
patch  Camp,  the  government  relief 
camp  in  The  Grapes  of  Wrath,  illus- 
trate, people  must  have  some  type  of 
release  from  the  tensions  the  hard 
times  bring.  The  board  notes  a  grow- 
ing "agitation"  from  the  student  body 
wanting  the  right  to  play  cards  and 
have  dances  on  campus. 

A  formal  petition  from  the  student 
body  requesting  the  board  allow 


these  forbidden,  extracurricular 
activities  was  submitted  in  the  spring 
of  1932.  The  trustees,  mindful  of 
their  connection  to  the  U.L.C.A., 
denied  this  petition  until  April  1934, 
when  a  dance  was  finally  allowed  on 
campus.  No  mention  is  made  about 
the  card-playing. 

Just  months  prior  to  his  resigna- 
tion-due in  part  to  the  board's  refusal 
to  drop  the  unprofitable  football  pro- 
gram-President Schaeffer,  in  a  letter 
to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  states,  "It 
has  been  a  year  of  bargaining  and  all 
sorts  of  manipulations  in  order  to 
sign  up  students." 

The  strategy,  however  painful,  had 
succeeded.  In  the  fall  of  1934,  the 
enrollment  of  375  was  the  highest  it 
had  been  in  10  years.  □ 
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Founder  offers  glimpse  of  his  life  as  Lenoir  College 
forged  its  way  off  the  blueprints 

The  Yoder  Diaries 
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By  Tammy  Wilson 


ev.  Robert  Anderson  Yoder 
was  quite  a  man:  Lutheran 
pastor,  school  superintendent, 
alderman,  architect,  fiddle  player, 
mapper,  gardener,  college  professor, 
founder  and  president,  dreamer. 

In  1891,  when  few  women  were 
encouraged  to  finish  high  school — 
much  less  college — he  helped  found 
Lenoir  College,*  one  of  the  states 
few  co-educational  institutions.  When 
separate-but-equal 
meant  "excluded," 
he  tutored  blacks 
and  helped  evaluate 
those  who  would  go 
on  to  teach  in  what 
were  known  as  Negro 
schools. 

When  few  residents 
ventured  far  from  home,  he 
went  north  to  Illinois,  Indiana 
and  Pennsylvania  to  gain  a  gen- 
tleman's education.  As  such  Yoder 
was  a  man  apart  in  many  respects, 
says  Sidney  Halma,  executive  director 
of  the  Catawba  County  Museum  of 
History.  (His  son  is  Brian  Halma  '96.) 

Yoder  was  38  when  he  helped 
transform  Highland  Academy  into  a 
college  in  1891.  At  that  time,  he  had 
already  received  a  degree  from  Luther- 
an Theological  Seminary  in  Philadel- 
phia, married,  had  five  children  and 
had  served  as  a  Lutheran  pastor  for 
about  12  years.  And  as  county  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction,  in 
search  of  better  definition  of  school 
districts,  he  strapped  an  odometer 

*Lenoir  College  was  re-named  Lenoir-Rhyne 
after  Daniel  E.  Rhyne  of  Lincolnton,  a  college 
benefactor.  The  "Lenoir"  name  was  for  Walter 
Lenoir,  from  whose  estate  the  original  land  for 
the  college  was  secured. 
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onto  his  buggy  wheels  to  map  the 
county — one  of  the  most  extensive  to 
date— in  1886. 

"He  was  truly  a  Renaissance  man 
in  many  ways,"  Halma  says. 

But  to  fully  understand  Yoder's 
uniqueness  is  to  delve  into  his  place 
and  time.  The  Catawba  Valley  was 
largely  populated  by  German-speak- 
ing farmers,  as  was  Yoder's  family. 

"Because  of  the  topography  and  the 
after  effects  of  the  Civil  War,  this  area 
wasn't  well-settled  and  was  hardly  as 
prosperous  as  many  other  parts  of  the 
country,"  Halma  explains.  "The  local 
people  were  fiercely  independent,  not 
particularly  materialistic  and  would 
have  probably  had  a  hard  time  under- 
standing why  this  son  of  a  farmer 
would  want  to  take  off  to  Philadel- 
phia to  seminary  when  he  could  have 
well  received  an  education  locally." 

That  fact,  Halma  believes,  is  the 
key  to  understanding  Yoder  and  his 
many  successes,  including  what  later 
became  Lenoir-Rhyne  College. 

"He  was  a  gifted  man  and  his  fami- 
ly was  of  the  Populist  view  which 
embraced  education,"  Halma 
explains.  R.A.  Yoder  himself,  though, 
was  a  man  who  possessed  a  broader 
view  than  most  of  his  contemporaries. 
Halma  adds,  "He  had  traveled  the 
country,  he  saw  things  from  a  differ- 
ent perspective.  He  carried  that  vision 
over  to  Lenoir-Rhyne,  and  I  think 
that's  why  it  survived  and  most  of  the 
others  did  not." 

Towns  &  gowns 

Indeed,  higher  education  was  hardly 
a  foreign  term  to  Catawba  Countians 
in  the  1890s.  The  "competition" 
included  five  institutions  worthy  of 
mention.  According  to  Gary  Freeze's 
The  Catawbans,  a  history  published  in 
1995,  Hickory  was  already  home  to 
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Yoder  had  been  asked  to  serve  the  presidency  of  his  alma  mater,  North  Carolina  College,  but  he  declined  the  offer 


Claremont  Female  College,  which  had 
hoped  to  become  the  "Wellesley  of  the 
South,"  located  at  the  site  of  today's 
Arts  &  Science  Center.  Across  town,  at 
the  site  of  St.  Pauls  Lutheran  Church, 
the  Catholics  had  sponsored  Mount  St. 
Josephs  Academy,  which  later  became 
St.  Pauls  Seminary  for  Lutherans.  The 
Baptists,  meanwhile,  had  opened  the 
South  Fork  Institute  in  Maiden.  Like 
most  of  the  other  local  colleges,  it  had 
a  rather  narrow  mission  and  doctrine. 

Meanwhile  in  Newton,  the 
Reformed  Church  operated  Catawba 
College  (which  moved  to  Salisbury  in 
the  1930s)  and  a  band  of  Lutherans 
had  founded  Concordia  College  at 
Conover.  And  J.G.  Hall  had  estab- 
lished Highland  Academy,  offering 
college  preparatory  courses.  It  was 
located  east  of  Hickory  on  land 
owned  by  Judge  WW.  Lenoir. 

Yoder  had  been  asked  to  serve  the 
presidency  of  his  alma  mater,  North 
Carolina  College,  but  he  declined  the 
offer,  just  as  he  declined  an  offer  from 
Marion  Female  College.  Rather  it  was 
his  acceptance  of  the  presidency  of 
Concordia  in  1888  that  paved  the  way 
to  his  founding  a  college  in  Hickory. 

Concordia  was  fast  becoming  a  mag- 
net for  theological  debate.  Located  at  a 
railroad  junction,  it  was  easy  for  pastors 
and  theologians  to  reach  the  college. 
The  "heavyweights"  of  Lutheranism 
gathered  for  debates  and  discussions, 
which  eventually  led  to  a  rift  among 
local  pastors — among  them,  Yoder. 

By  1891,  the  division  became  so 
great  that  Yoder  broke  with  Concordia 
and,  with  three  like-minded  pastors, 
founded  "Highland  College"  in  Sep- 
tember 1891.  Here,  Halma  believes, 
Yoder's  talents  truly  emerged.  Garner- 
ing support  from  Hickory  merchants 
and  local  Lutheran  families,  including 
the  Smyres  of  Newton,  Yoder  banded 
with  the  Revs.  A.L.  Crouse,  M.L. 
Cline  and  J.S.  Moser,  who  all  resigned 
from  Concordia. 

Moving  experience 

So  significant  was  the  split  that 
Yoder  went  so  far  as  to  move  his 
house — and  the  trees — to  Hickory. 
Accounts  differ  as  to  why  the  two- 
story  house  was  moved.  John  Hall 
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72,**  great-grandson  of  Yoder,  says 
the  episode  may  have  had  less  to  do 
with  Yoder's  disgust  at  the  Concordia 
discord,  and  more  to  do  with  Rosa, 
his  wife:  she  never  wanted  to  move  in 
the  first  place. 

"This  was  a  new  house  and  his 
wife  didn't  want  to  leave  it,"  Hall  says. 
Yoder,  an  amateur  mathematician, 
saw  a  challenge  in  figuring  out  how 
to  take  the  structure  apart,  transport 
it  and  put  it  back  together. 

The  house,  a  six-sided,  two-story 
structure,  which  eventually  stood 
where  St.  Andrews  Lutheran  Church 
now  stands,  faced  the  campus,  says 
Hall.  Fair  Star,  a  history  of  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  co-authored  by  Jeff  Norris  '52 
and  Dr.  Ellis  Boatmon  of  L-R,  states 
that  the  house  was  hauled  seven  miles 
on  wagons  to  where  it  was  re-erected. 
It  is  said  the  project  cost  Yoder  $240, 
a  considerable  sum. 

Hickory  proved  to  be  a  "good 
move."  For  a  variety  of  reasons,  Halma 
says,  the  city  has  always  welcomed 
outside  capital  and  ideas.  Yoder's  idea, 
and  his  spectacular  break  from  Con- 
over,  were  no  exception. 

Hickory,  then  undergoing  major 
growth,  was  becoming  a  travel  destina- 
tion in  its  own  right  for  the  health- 
conscious,  who  enjoyed  the  puritive 
waters  of  nearby  springs,  and  the 
amenities  offered  at  the  new  Hickory 
Inn,  a  60-room  brick  landmark  with 
such  luxuries  as  running  water,  electric 
lights  and  forced-air  heating.  Visitors 
also  flocked  to  the  Hotel  Huffrey  an 
impressive  three-story  structure  known 
for  its  European  resort-like  elegance. 

"In  many  respects  Hickory  and 
Lenoir-Rhyne  College  have  grown  up 
together,"  says  Halma. 

The  city  embraced  Yoder,  electing 
him  city  alderman  in  1892  and  offer- 
ing some  building  funds. 

Life  on  the  new  college  campus  was 
much  like  that  at  similar  places  in  the 
late  Victorian  era.  Card  playing,  alcohol, 
profanity  and  dancing  were  prohibited. 
Socializing  between  male  and  female 
students  was  stricdy  discouraged. 

In  his  own  words 

Yoder's  day-to-day  life,  his  business 
and  church  affairs  and  family  events 


were  faithfully  chronicled  in  diaries, 
and  10  years'  worth  have  been  given 
to  the  Catawba  County  Museum  of 
History  by  his  grandson  the  Rev.  Paul 
Stroup  of  Ohio. 

The  daily  accounts  show  that  Yoder 
wasted  no  time  drawing  up  plans  (lit- 
erally) for  his  new  college.  On  March 
4,  1892,  he  wrote,  "Went  up  to  Bon- 
niwell's  office  (in  Hickory)  this  p.m. 
He  has  the  front  elevation  of  Lenoir 
College  about  complete,"  meaning 
Old  Main  was  well  on  the  drawing 
board.  But  the  structure  would  not  be 
completed  until  winter.  It  is  said  that 
the  building  was  inspired  by  photos 
of  the  famed  Crystal  Palace  exposition 
hall  in  London  and  by  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son's plans  for  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia library. 

By  April  19,  Yoder  was  even 
designing  the  form  for  Lenoir  College 
diplomas  to  be  used  in  the  first  Lenoir 
College  commencement  on  May  19, 
1892. 

In  May,  he  was  sworn  in  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  appointed  to 
the  committee  of  streets  and  lights. 
(Within  a  year,  the  city  would  be 
bringing  electric  lighting  to  campus. 
A  few  weeks  later,  Yoder  was  re-elect- 
ed to  County  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction.) 

Over  the  summer,  Yoder  kept  busy 
not  only  with  these  elected  duties  but 
also  in  the  day-to-day  activities  tend- 
ing to  his  family  and  his  flock  at  St. 
James  Church  near  Newton. 

By  the  opening  session  that  fall,  he 
wrote  in  his  diary  that  there  were  100 
students  enrolled  the  first  day.  "A  fine 
opening,"  he  described  it.  At  least 
some  of  the  students  he  had  picked  up 
personally  upon  their  arrival  on  the 
narrow  gauge  railway  through  town. 

Yoder's  diaries,  which  were  proba- 
bly written  for  some  30  years,  detail 
daily  activities,  the  weather  and  very 
little  world  or  national  events,  save 
for  those  that  touched  him  personally. 
Yoder,  an  avid  Democrat,  wrote  on 
Nov.  8,  1892,  "Election  day.  Voted  for 
Grover  Cleveland  and  Adlai  Steven- 
son and  Carr  for  governor."  A  week 
later,  he  attended  the  Cleveland  cele- 
bration downtown. 

The  following  year,  he  discloses  that 
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Professors  Cline  and  Fritz,  "traveled  to 
Chicago  to  attend  the  "(Columbian) 
Exposition,"  or  1893  Worlds  Fair.  Ear- 
lier that  year,  he  helped  organize  the 
college  church,  St.  Andrews,  which 
first  met  in  the  former  Highland 
Academy  building  on 
campus. 

Among  the  college 
founder's  daily  minu- 
tia  are  personal  ail- 
ments (he  suffered 
from  "nervous 
headaches"),  meals 
taken  with  friends,  fre- 
quent overnight  stays 
with  colleagues  and 
parishioners,  trips  to 
"town"  where  he  has  a 
hair  cut  and  gets  his 
horse  shod,  planting 
potato  slips,  canning 
peaches,  installing  win- 
dow blinds  in  the  new  col 
lege  building  and  reading  The  Last  of 
the  Mohicans  in  just  two  days.  Inter- 
spersed are  faithful  entries  logging 
baptisms,  confirmations,  weddings 
and  funerals  performed. 

And  amid  the  mundane  are 
inevitable  human  dramas. 

Throughout  the  spring  of  1893 
Yoder  refers  vaguely  to  having  "called 
Dr.  West"  to  tend  to  his  beloved  Rosa, 
who  is  "sick."  Like  a  good  writer,  he 
does  not  reveal  the  nature  of  her  ill- 
ness until  the  entry  for  May  20,  1893. 

It's  a  boy 

That  Saturday,  Yoder  wrote,  "Sent 
Mr.  Coons  for  Dr.  West  for  Rosa  who 
began  complaining  about  2  a.m.  Dr. 
came  about  9  a.m.  At  noon  Rosa  gave 
birth  to  a  large  fine  son — 12  lbs. — our 
first  son.  Mother  &  child  are  both 
doing  very  well."  (Robert  Abel  Yoder 
was  likely  the  first  baby  born  to  the 
"L-R  family") 

Dr.  West,  by  the  way,  was  no 
stranger  to  the  Yoder  household.  He 
had  made  numerous  visits  the  week 
before  as  R.A.  himself  had  come 
down  with  a  case  of  the  mumps, 
which  kept  him  from  appearing  at 
commencement! 

Despite  the  Panic  of '93,  enroll- 
ment remained  respectable  through 
the  early  years — around  170 — only 
330  fewer  than  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill. 

Profile 


Halma  sums  up  Yoder's  efforts,  cred- 
iting him  as  a  man  who  had  the  gifts, 
the  energy  and  will  to  take  a  dream  to 
fruition.  "Think  of  the  number  of  lives 
Lenoir-Rhyne  College  has  touched 
over  the  generations,  how  Rev.  Yoder 
would  appreciate  it  if  he  could  see  the 
college  today,"  Halma  muses. 

Yoder,  who  was  clearly  the  primary 
founder,  saw  the  college  as  more  than 
an  institution  to  espouse  a  narrow 
doctrine  or  social  agenda.  From  the 
start,  Lenoir  College  served  Catawba 
Valley  and  the  world.  He  saw  educa- 
tion as  within  a  Christian  context,  cer- 
tainly, but  he  built  his  college  on  faith. 

Yoder,  Lenoir's  first  president, 
resigned  in  1901  to  devote  more  time 
to  pastoring.  He  went  back  to  St. 
James  Lutheran  Church,  south  of 
Newton,  and  continued  on  at  Grace 
Church,  a  place  where  his  great-great 
nephew,  Dr.  Larry  Yoder  '65,  L-R  pro- 
fessor of  religion,  is  now  pastor. 

First  'Bear' 

But  R.A.  Yoder's  uniqueness  as  a 
human  being  wasn't  entirely  limited 
to  his  talents.  Hall  relates  that  his 
ancestor  was  physically  special  as  well. 
"He,  like  many  in  the  family,  was 
stocky  and  short-legged.  Because  of 
his  stature,  he  was  nicknamed  'Bear',  " 
a  name  he  carried  his  entire  life. 

"It  is  very  ironic,"  Hall  says, 
because  the  nickname  had  nothing  to 


do  with  the  L-R  'Bears.' 
That  moniker  came 
much  later  in  unrelated 
circumstances. 

Their  seven  children 
raised,  R.A.  and  Rosa 
Yoder,  like  many  of  their 
neighbors,  took  in  student 
boarders  who  could  not 
afford  college  housing  and 
continued  to  encourage 
those  young  people  to  be  all 
they  could  be.  Among  them 
were  the  Powlas  sisters  who 
became  renowned  Lutheran 
missionaries. 

Yoder  died  in  1911  at  age 
58,  a  relatively  young  man, 
"overworked,"  as  one  biograph- 
er described  him,  from  spending 
his  years  trying  to  improve  the 
spiritual  and  educational  lot  of 
those  around  him.  Yoder  drew 
designs  for  many  churches  in  the 
synod,  area  schools  and  homes,  while 
remaining  a  professor  of  logic  and 
psychology  as  well  as  a  pastor.  He 
held  virtually  every  church  office.  He 
was  also  an  historian  and  scholar, 
publishing  numerous  papers  about 
the  history  of  the  synod. 

"It  was  said  that  people  never  tired 
of  his  sermons,"  Hall  relates.  "He 
preached  from  a  manuscript,  but  it 
never  hampered  him.  He  ad  libbed  a 
lot;  people  responded  to  that." 

Hall  says  his  ancestor,  an  avid  gar- 
dener and  farmer,  appropriately  died 
in  his  garden  in  Lincolnton,  where  he 
was  then  living. 

The  founder's  death  clouded  Com- 
mencement in  1911,  scheduled  a  short 
time  later.  It  is  said  that  some  1,500 
mourners  crowded  at  Daniels  Church 
to  witness  the  funeral  and  burial  in  the 
modest  family  plot  in  the  churchyard. 

Yet  despite  his  myriad  talents  and 
abilities  to  dream  and  plan  for  the  fu- 
ture, he  died  without  a  will.  His  estate 
was  probated  at  a  modest  $1,350,  Hall 
says.  It  was  an  humble  irony,  perhaps, 
for  a  man  who  so  shaped  the  lives  of 
thousands,  but  fitting  for  one  who  had 
taken  so  seriously  his  role  as  pastor, 
professor  and  public  servant.  □ 

**John  Hall,  former  PR.  director  of  Lenoir- 
Rhyne,  resides  in  Hickory.  His  sister,  Becky  Hall 
Sharpe  '80,  a  residence  director,  is  the  only  direct 
descendant  of  R.A.  Yoder  on  campus. 
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1933 

The  Rev.  W  Leo  Smith  was  hon- 
ored at  Bethany  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  for  his  60  years 
of  ordained  ministry  in  Septem- 
ber. A  worship  service  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  covered  dish  dinner 
and  special  presentations.  Smith 
served  eight  North  Carolina  con- 
gregations during  his  ministry. 

1947 

Harold  Caldwell  of  Sherrills  Ford 
has  retired  after  29  years  with 
Catawba  County  schools.  He 
plans  to  continue  as  organist  and 
choir  director  for  his  church. 

1949 

Glenn  C.  Marlow  is  to  be  hon- 
ored by  having  an  elementary 
school  named  after  him.  The 
location  is  halfway  between  the 
Fletcher  and  Mills  River  commu- 
nities. He  spent  40  years  in  edu- 
cation and  was  once  Henderson 
County  Schools  superintendent. 

1951 

Dr.  Ed  Chapman  of  Conover 
completed  the  Appalachian  Trail 
in  August,  hiking  2,156  miles.  He 
is  president  emeritus  of  Anson 
Community  College  and  lives  in 
Conover,  where  he  is  active  in 
Rotary  and  the  Masonic  Lodge. 

1960 

Don  Kneeburg  will  retire  from 
the  University  of  South  Florida 
School  of  Music  in  December 
after  30  years  as  the  trombone/ 
euphonium  professor.  He  has  also 
taught  at  the  University  of  Kansas 
and  Indiana  University. 

1961 

Peggy  Yount  Simmons  has  retired 
after  36  years  of  teaching  in 
Catawba  and  Lincoln  counties. 

Patty  iHuttz  Hinshaw  recently 
graduated  from  Unity  Village  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  received 
her  license  as  a  Unity  teacher. 
She  has  started  a  second  business 
called  The  International  Center 
for  Enlightenment.  She  travels 
abroad  giving  lectures,  classes, 
seminars  and  workshops.  She  is 
a  licensed  interior  designer  and 
owner  of  Capital  Interiors,  in 
Arlington,  Va. 

1964 

Henrietta  Everhart  Carpenter 

retired  in  July  after  3 1  years  in 
education. 


Out  of  the  blue 

Though  she  remembers  almost  nothing  but  good  times  at  L-R, 
Joanne  Short  Middleton  '56,  says  there  is  one  day  she  would 
rather  forget — the  Sunday  she  fainted  dead  away  in  church!  In  a  rush 
to  get  to  services,  she  had  skipped  breakfast.  To  ensure  that  wouldn't 
happen  again,  Dr.  Voight  Cromer  personally  told  Joanne's  housemoth- 
er that  she  must  never  go  without  breakfast  again. 

"I've  lived  in  Pageland,  (S.C.)  since  the  day  I  married  in  1958," 
Joanne  says,  and  remembers  the  exact  date  four  years  ago  that  she 
retired  from  the  American  Arbitration  Association,  where  she  was  a 
case  administrator  for  commercial  and  construction  labor  arbitration. 
Although  she  lost  a  son  in  a  car  accident  in  1984  and  her  husband 
died  five  years  ago,  Joanne  is  surrounded  by  family.  Her  daughter, 
Lynn,  also  lives  in  Pageland  and  son,  Tommy,  lives  in  nearby  Lancast- 
er. She  is  the  proud  grandmother  of  three  boys,  with  another  grand- 
son due  in  November.  ■ 


Dr.  Eldon  Eckard  has  been  pro- 
moted to  professor  at  Bainbridge 
College.  He  had  an  article  entitled 
"Freedom  of  Movement"  pub- 
lished in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Curriculum  and  Faculty  Develop- 
ment Newsletter  for  Two-Year  Col- 
lege Physics  Educators. 

1965 

James  O.  Rice,  Jr.  is  CEO  of 

VisionAire,  a  company  which 
builds  jet  aircraft.  The  company 
recently  broke  ground  for  a  new 
assembly  facility  in  Ames,  Iowa. 

Ray  Ratchford  has  been  promoted 
to  vice  president  of  sales  for  Boron 
Brick.  His  wife,  Dr.  Victoria  Feim- 
ster  Ratchford,  is  the  principal  of 
East  Lincoln  High  School.  They 
reside  in  Denver,  N.C. 

1966 

Judy  Wilson  Hollar  retired  this 
year  after  30  years  of  teaching  at 
Banoak  Elementary  School. 

1970 

Millie  Lynn  Adams  was  named  a 
winner  of  the  1997  First  Union 
Ben  Craig  Outstanding  Educator 
Award  on  May  5. 

1972 

John  Zingarelli  published  an  arti- 


cle in  the  spring  issue  of  Regent 
University  Law  Review  entitled  "Is 
Creation  a  Religious  Concept?" 

Cathy  Costner  Davison  is  a 

school  counselor  employed  by 
Gaston  County  Schools  at  Chapel 
Grove  Elementary.  She  and  hus- 
band, James,  have  three  children 
and  live  in  Gastonia. 

1974 

Jean  Myers  Lynch  completed 
the  master's  program  at  Fordham 
University  and  will  be  teaching 
reading  at  AMS  in  New  York  City. 
Jean  and  husband,  Robert,  have 
two  children — Bobby,  14,  and 
Katie,  11. 

1977 

Vicki  Hudson  Yoder  was  named 
Lincoln  County's  Teacher  of  the 
Year. 

BORN  TO 

Patrick  &  Gina  Young  Humphries 

of  Newton,  a  daughter,  Ashleigh 
Christine,  on  May  14.  Gina  was 
listed  incorrectly  in  the  class  of 
1973  in  the  summer  issue.  We 
regret  the  inconvenience. 

1978 

Diane  Dunn  Hoover  is  a  senior 
human  resource  associate.  Hus- 


band Alan  is  an  electrical  engi- 
neer. They  live  in  Indianapolis. 

BORN  TO 

John  R.M.  &  Barbara  McDaniel 
of  Dumfries,  Va.,  a  daughter, 
Christine  Marie,  on  Oct.  14, 
1996.  Christine  joined  sister, 
Katherine  Amy,  7,  and  brother, 
Andrew  Robert,  3.  John  is  a 
research  associate  for  Evidence 
Based  Research,  Inc.  in  Vienna, 
Va.  Barbara  is  a  homemaker. 

1980 

Beverly  Brown  Burton  is  a  profes- 
sional storyteller.  She  received  a 
Smart  Start  Enrichment  Grant 
allowing  her  to  tell  stories  to  2-5- 
year-olds  in  daycare  centers  and 
preschools  of  Winston-Salem  and 
Forsyth  County.  She  has  also 
been  awarded  an  Arts-In  Educa- 
tion Grant  and  will  conduct  sto- 
rytelling and  writing  workshops 
in  third-grade  classes.  She  is  mar- 
ried to  Kenneth  Blaine  Burton, 
Jr.,  '80  and  has  two  sons,  Wesley, 
12,  and  Andy,  10. 

1981 

Joanna  Konopko  Nifong  has  been 
elected  senior  vice  president/ 
group  executive  of  Wachovia 
Bank,  N.A.,  in  Winston-Salem. 
She  serves  as  senior  loan  adminis- 
tration manager  for  business,  pri- 
vate banking  and  retail  banking 
and  Wachovias  Central  Credit 
Support  Unit  for  Georgia  and  the 
Carolinas. 

1982 

Kay  Roberts  Swanson  was  select- 
ed Teacher  of  the  Year  '97  at  Hud- 
son Elementary  School. 

TerriJ.  Eanes  is  head  women's 
volleyball  and  assistant  women's 
basketball  coach  at  Winston- 
Salem  State  University. 

Robert  Michael  Herrell  recently 
graduated  from  Metropolitan 
State  College  of  Denver  with  a  BA 
degree  in  creative  writing.  Last 
summer,  he  hiked  the  Appalachi- 
an Trail  from  Georgia  to  Maine. 

Cindy  Sigmon  Miller  has  been 
named  director  of  clinical  and 
operational  services  at  Olsten 
Health  Services  in  Hickory.  Her 
children  are  Justin,  7,  and  Jen- 
nifer, 4. 

1983 

Rev  David  Rice,  wife  Tracy  and 
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children,  Ian  and  Zoey,  arrived  in 
their  new  home  in  New  Zealand 
on  July  25.  David  has  received  a 
five-year  appointment  by  the 
Anglican  Church,  serves  as  vicar 
of  the  Mt.  Herbert  Parish. 

BORN  TO 

Mark  Christopher  &  Elizabeth 
Derrick  of  Salisbury,  a  son,  David 
Kesler  on  June  26.  Mark  is  a  con- 
troller with  B.Y  Belk  Investments. 

1984 

Charles  T.  Foster  has  been  elect- 
ed assistant  vice  president  of 
Wachovia  Operational  Services 
Corp.  in  Winston-Salem.  He  is 
lead  analyst/programmer  in  the 
Information  Services  Group. 

Betsy  Besalski  Alexander  recently 
received  an  M.A.  degree  in  early 
childhood  education  from  Con- 
verse College. 

BORN  TO 

James  &  Tamara  Eller  of  States- 
ville,  a  daughter,  Abigail  Christi- 
na, on  Oct.  30,  1996. 

1985 

Denise  Owens  Curtis  has  joined 
the  staff  of  A  Woman's  View  med- 
ical practice  in  Hickory.  She  and 
her  husband,  Scott,  make  their 
home  in  Granite  Falls. 

Myra  Jenkins  Spears  is  district 
sales  manager  for  RPS  and  lives 
in  Greensboro. 

Cyndi  Chaney  Norton  and  her 

husband  have  moved  to  Folly 
Beach,  S.C.  where  she  is  an  account 
executive  with  Lykes  Lines. 

MARRIED 

Ronald  "Dwayne"  Finger  & 

DeAnna  Margaret  Cresimore  on 
June  21.  Ronald  is  a  health  and 
physical  education  teacher  at 
Fred  T.  Foard  High  School. 
DeAnna  is  also  employed  by 
Fred  T  Foard,  teaching  mathe- 
matics. The  couple  lives  in 
Maiden. 

BORN  TO 

Wes  &  Mary  Eckelman  '84  Set- 
tlenryre  of  Charlotte,  a  daughter, 
Abby  Elizabeth,  on  Jan.  23.  Abby 
joins  sister,  Anne  Branton,  age  3. 
Wes  is  a  sales  representative  with 
WR.  Grace  &  Co. 

Joseph  &  Kimla  Wille  of  Warren- 
ton,  Va.,  a  daughter,  Meghan  Lee, 


His  business  is  business 

There's  no  doubt  about  Thad  Lewallen's  entrepreneurial  spirit.  He's 
been  a  Chamber  of  Commerce  staffer,  salesman,  real  estate  bro- 
ker and  developer,  stock  broker  and  a  corporate  vice  president  of 
marketing  for  Goody's  Headache  Powders.  And  a  year  ago,  Lewallen 
'75  fattened  his  resume  further  as  a  founding  partner  of  To  the  Point, 
an  embroidery  company  specializing  in  corporate  apparel. 

The  company,  located  in  his  hometown  of  Winston-Salem,  is  a 
healthy  venture  so  far. 

"A  year  into  this,  we're  already  at  the  break-even  point,"  he 
smiles.  His  goal:  to  have  this  start-up  company  become  as  successful 
as  Goody's  has  been,  which,  by  the  way,  happens  to  be  a  family  com- 
pany that  was  sold  in  1994. 

Lewallen's  business  savvy  comes  from  a  B.A.  tempered  by 
accounting  courses  taught  by  Prof.  Ray  Strunk,  and  what  he  called 
"the  real-world  MBA  school." 

Strunk,  Lewallen  explains,  instilled  a  sense  of  discipline  that  he  still 
draws  on  today  "He  was  the  best  teacher  I  had  at  L-R,"  Lewallen  insists. 

Lewallen,  who  says  he  has  a  special  interest  in  entrepreneurship 
and  family  business  dynamics  (his  real-world  school  colors  showing 
again!),  has  taught  undergraduates  for  two  summers  at  the  Calloway 
School  of  Business  and  Accountancy  at  Wake  Forest  University. 

"A  start-up  business  is  exciting,"  he  says,  adding  that  it  gives 
everyone  involved  a  sense  of  accomplishment.  "It  will  be  something 
I've  done  myself,  not  just  being  a  member  of  the  lucky  gene  club." 
His  grandfather,  Thad  Lewallen,  Sr.,  founded  Goody's. 

Lewallen,  who  chairs  the  L-R  Board  of  Visitors,  is  active  in  a  vari- 
ety of  civic  and  church  activities  and  has  coached  sports  for  his 
daughter  Shippey  11,  and  son  Wright,  8. 

If  he  had  his  life  to  live  over  at  L-R,  Lewallen  adds,  "I  wish  I'd 
been  a  little  more  active  in  campus  leadership.  That  experience 
would  be  an  asset  in  life."  ■ 


Lewallen's  new  company  embroiders  logos  such  as  this  cap, 
fresh  off  the  stitcher. 


on  Oct.  9,  1996.  She  joins  big  sis- 
ter, Helen  Anne,  2. 

Bob  &  Catherine  Dyson  Rodriguez 

of  Richmond,  Va.,  a  daughter, 
Addie  Elizabeth,  on  July  24. 

1986 

Michael  Alton  recently  became 
an  interim  nurse  manager  of  the 
Neonatal  Intensive  Care  Unit  at 


Duke  University  Medical  Center. 
He  was  named  one  of  the  "Great 
100"  of  North  Carolina's  nurses 
in  August. 

Lynn  Hayes  Ruppard  recently  had 
six  books  published  by  Carson- 
Dellosa  Publishing  Co.  The  books 
were  written  for  elementary  stu- 
dents and  teachers.  Lynn  lives  in 
High  Point  with  her  husband 


Mike  and  daughter,  Hayley. 

Dr.  Dale  Brill  has  been  appointed 
Director  of  Florida  State  Universi- 
ty's Interactive  Communication 
Lab.  Dale  also  has  responsibilities 
within  the  College  of  Communi- 
cation teaching  courses  in  adver- 
tising and  public  relations.  He 
and  his  wife,  Laurie  Dunton  Brill 
'87  recently  moved  from  Boston, 
Mass.,  to  Tallahassee,  Fla. 

BORN  TO 

Chris  &  Karen  Cheniae  of  Dallas, 
Tex.,  a  son,  Joseph  Lee,  on  March 
5.  Chris  is  sales  manager  with 
Proxy,  Inc.  Karen  is  a  CPA. 

1987 

Charles  T.  Foster  has  been  elect- 
ed assistant  vice  president  of 
Wachovia  Operational  Services 
Corporation  in  Winston-Salem. 

BORN  TO 

Lee  &  Molly  Agner  '86  Carpenter 

of  Salisbury,  a  son,  Keefe  Adam, 
on  July  16. 

Matt  &  Deneen  Carreiro  Klenke 

of  DeBary  Fla.,  a  daughter,  Nicole 
Renee  on  July  10.  Nicole  joins 
brothers,  Matthew,  5,  and  Michael, 
2.  Deneen  is  a  homemaker,  Matt  is 
district  sales  manager  with  Siecor. 

Bobby  &  Chante  Stiers  Vaughn 

of  Statesville,  a  daughter,  Mallory 
Elizabeth,  on  Aug  18.  She  has  a 
2-year-old  sister,  Madison. 

1987 

Laurie  Dunton  Brill  has  been 
named  administrator  for  the 
Lutheran  Educational  Conference 
of  North  America  (LECNA)  and 
will  be  involved  with  college 
nights  held  throughout  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  Canada  to  meet 
admissions  representatives  from 
Lutheran  Colleges.  Laurie  and 
her  husband,  Dr.  Dale  Brill  '86 
live  in  Tallahassee. 

1988 

Kimberiy  Lynn  Kiser  obtained 
her  masters  in  international  man- 
agement from  Thunderbird,  the 
American  Graduate  School  of 
International  Management,  in 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  after  returning 
from  the  Peace  Corps  in  Nicaragua. 
Kimberiy  is  currendy  employed 
with  Citicorp  as  a  global  manage- 
ment associate  in  the  European/ 
North  American  Cards  Division. 
She  is  based  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
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Nominations,  please! 

The  Alumni  Association  needs  your  input  for  the  Distinguished 
Alumnus  Award  and  Opal  Moretz  Alumni  Service  awards  for  service 
to  the  college,  Alumni  Association  and  community.  Please  complete 
this  form  and  return  it  to  the  Alumni  Office,  EO.  Box  7228,  Hickory, 
N.C.  28603  or  FAX  to  704-328-7358  no  later  than  Jan.  8, 1998. 

I  wish  to  nominate 

for: 

□  Distinguished  Alumnus/a  Award 

□  "Opie"  Award  for  service  to:  □  College 

□  Alumni  Association 

□  his/her  community 

Please  attach  separate  sheet(s)  explaining  why  that  person  is  worthy 
of  the  award. 

Submitted  by 

Distinguished  Alumnus/a  Award 

This  is  the  highest  award  granted  by  the  Alumni  Association,  and  is 
based  on: 

•  an  identifiable  field  of  endeavor.  It  need  not  be  related  to  employ- 
ment, but  should  be  identified  and  stated. 

•  the  "whole  person."  The  nominees  field  and  personal  life  should 
be  a  credit  to  Lenoir- Rhyne. 

•  prominence  in  the  field.  The  nominee  should  be  a  leader  who  has 
made  significant  contributions  which  are  recognized  and/or  received 
unusual  honors. 

•  A  recent  event  reflecting  prominence  is  desirable,  but  also  consid- 
ered will  be  prominence  evolving  over  a  number  of  years  which  may 
have  gone  unnoticed. 

OPIE  Alumni  Service  Awards  for: 

•  Service  to  the  Alumni  Association  through  projects  of  the  association. 

•  Service  to  the  Community  through  exemplary  service  to  the  com- 
munity or  church. 

•  Service  to  the  College  through  the  years,  especially  this  past  year. 
Faculty,  staff  or  institutions  may  be  recognized.  The  individual/mem- 
bers need  not  have  attended  L-R. 


Fr.  John  Putnam  graduated  from 
Catholic  University  in  May  '97 
receiving  a  licentiate  in  canon 
law.  He  was  appointed  adminis- 
trator of  Holy  Infant  Catholic 
Church  in  Reidsville  in  June. 

MARRIED 

Gary  Scott  Groves  &  Tammy 
Renea  Henkle  on  June  14.  Gary 
is  a  process  development  chemist 
with  Crompton  &  Knowles  Col- 
ors, Inc.  Tammy  is  an  R.N.  with 
Emerald  Care.  They  reside  in 
Gastonia. 

1989 

Sheri  Laman  Osborne  was  named 
Teacher  of  the  Year  at  Ellendale 
Elementary  School  in  Taylorsville. 

Dr.  Bernice  Redmond  has  opened 
Lincoln  Center  for  Women's 
Health  on  the  campus  of  Lincoln 


Medical  Center,  specializing  in 
the  care  of  women. 

Thomas  Smith  owns  and  operates 
Sea  Terminal  Services  in  Miami, 
Fla.  His  wife,  Grace  Acero  '91  is  a 

critical  care  nurse  in  neurosurgi- 
cal intensive  care  at  Jackson 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Miami. 

Tracy  Wilson  Jennings  and  hus- 
band Kevin  have  relocated  to  Sal- 
isbury, Mo,  where  he  is  employed 
with  the  local  phone  company. 
Tracy  enjoys  staying  home  with 
their  two  daughters. 

Hugh  B.  Campbell  III  has  been 
elected  to  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  N.C.  Association  of  Certi- 
fied Public  Accountants. 

MARRIED 

Darryl  D'Wayne  Miller  &  Shawn 


Fay  Lee  on  Aug.  9.  Darryl  works 
with  Resurrection  Family  Church 
of  Hickory.  Shawn  is  a  pricing 
specialist  for  Institution  Food 
House  and  a  certified  Jazzercise 
instructor  with  Jazzercise  Down- 
town in  Hickory.  The  couple 
resides  in  Conover. 

Kelly  Midgett  &  Lee  Thomas  on 
Sept  6.  Kelly  is  an  accountant 
employed  by  Raven  Construction 
(division  of  Trammell  Crow  Co.)  in 
Charlotte.  Lee  is  an  account  execu- 
tive employed  by  Luquire,  George, 
Andrews  advertising  firm  in  Char- 
lotte where  the  couple  resides. 

BORN  TO 

Eddie  &  Renee  Miller  Skey  of 

Concord,  a  son,  Jackson  Miller,  on 
June  1 1 .  Eddie  is  employed  with 
Vanstar  Corp.  as  an  education 
consultant  and  systems  engineer. 

Doug  &  Tracy  Cothran  Cooley 

of  Charlotte,  a  son,  Andrew 
Philip,  on  June  11.  Tracy  is 
employed  as  assistant  director 
of  ministries  for  the  Western 
N.  C.  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Steven  &  Ginger  Hewitt  Bigger- 
staff  of  Hickory,  a  son,  Dylan 
Reese,  on  Jan.  19.  Ginger  is  the 
associate  director  of  organization- 
al learning  at  Catawba  Memorial 
Hospital.  Steve  owns  the  Dr.  Vinyl 
franchise. 

1990 

Meg  Spivey  is  employed  as  a 
training  and  development  special- 
ist with  Wachovia  Operational 
Services  Corp.  in  Winston-Salem. 

Joy  Sigmon  Lowry  completed  a 
pediatric  residency  and  is  now  in 
private  practice  at  a  children's 
clinic  in  Greenville,  N.C. 

Frank  &  Sheila  Fait  reside  in 
Hickory  with  son,  Tyler  Davis, 
almost  3.  Frank  is  baseball  coach 
at  L-R.  Sheila  is  in  customer  ser- 
vice with  Siecor. 

John  Stafford  received  an  M.S.  in 
counseling  and  human  develop- 
ment in  July  1996.  He  is  now 
assistant  resident  director  for 
staffing  at  Rider  University  in 
Lawrenceville,  N.J. 

MARRIED 

Mary  Ellen  Brower  &  Lt.  Brian 

James  Stamm  on  June  14.  Mary  is 


employed  at  Hunters  Creek  Ele- 
mentary School  in  Jacksonville. 
Brian  is  a  chaplain  with  the 
Marines  at  Camp  Lejeune.  The 
couple  lives  in  Jacksonville. 

BORN  TO 

Barry  &  DeAnna  Hahn  '92 
Granda  of  Granger,  Ind.,  a  son, 
Trevor  Nicholas,  on  March  13. 
Barry  is  employed  as  terminal 
manager  for  Crouse  Cartage  Co. 

Dean  &  Paige  Yeatts  Cline  of 

Hickory,  a  daughter,  Sydney 
Catherine,  on  Sept.  4. 

Gary  &  Sonya  Johnson  Chapman 

of  Taylorsville,  a  daughter,  Brian- 
na  Elizabeth,  on  Aug.  17.  Sonya 
is  employed  as  a  new  store  spe- 
cialist with  Lowes  Companies. 
Gary  is  a  farmer. 

Peter  &  Jennifer  Hildreth  Gray 

of  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  a  daughter, 
Joyce  LaDonna,  on  March  12. 
Jennifer  is  an  international  mar- 
keting coordinator  for  Laird  Plas- 
tics. Peter  is  a  comptroller  with 
Great  Lakes  Chemical. 

1991 

Leigh  Mattox  Jameson  is  a  social 
worker  with  Brookwood  Hospice. 
Husband,  Gene,  is  with  American 
Sports  Medicine  Institute. 

Barbara  Smits  Donnelly  is  an 

underwriter  for  Time  Ins.  Co., 
while  husband,  Shawn,  is  an 
automobile  technician  for  Volks- 
wagen/Mazda. They  recently 
moved  to  Wisconsin  with  their  2- 
year-old  son,  Justin. 

James  Purmort  is  employed  by 
Purmort,  Marlin,  &  Mercier 
Insurance  agency  in  Sarasota,  Fla. 

MARRIED 

Melissa  Anne  DAgostino  &  Don- 
ald Lynn  Safrit  HI  '90  on  March  1. 
Melissa  teaches  at  Lewisville  Ele- 
mentary School  and  Donald  is  the 
office  manager  of  Bob  King  Mazda. 
They  live  in  Winston-Salem. 

Jennifer  Kate  Huffman  &  Gary 
Lee  Ledford  on  May  10.  Their 
home  is  in  Greensboro. 

Janice  Boger  &  John  Mitchell 
Mayhew  on  May  17. 

BORN  TO 

Doug  &  Laurie  Stevenson  '90 

Urland  of  Snow  Hill,  a  son, 
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William  Douglas,  on  Jan.  3.  Doug 
is  director  of  public  health  for 
Greene  County.  Laurie  is  the 
director  of  Skill  Creations,  Inc. 
East  in  Winterville. 

Shawn  &  Laura  Watkins  Oke  of 

Albemarle,  a  son,  Andrew  James, 
on  May  19.  Laura  is  employed  as 
program  director  at  Greenwood 
Center.  Shawn  is  an  engineer  for 
the  City  of  Albemarle  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Tim  &  Andrea  Thompson  Ram- 
sey of  Hickory,  a  son,  Andrew 
Robert,  on  July  25.  Lim  is  a 
satellite  manager  for  Ferguson 
Enterprises  in  Hickory.  Andrea 
has  taken  some  time  off  from 
teaching  to  stay  home  with 
Drew. 

1992 

Hannah  Fye  Ward  is  a  teacher  at 
South  Charlotte  Middle  School. 
Husband,  Mike,  is  associate  pastor 
at  St.  Marks  Lutheran  Church. 
Hannah  completed  a  master's 
degree  in  education  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Dayton  last  summer. 

Carol  Herbertson  is  enrolled  in 
Regent  University's  Graduate 
School  of  Counseling  &  Human 
Services.  She  is  working  on  a 
master's  in  counseling. 

Donna  Johnson  was  one  of 

approximately  150  local  Teachers 
of  the  Year  that  met  at  Research 
Triangle  Park  in  June  for  the 
Fourth  Annual  Teacher  of  the 
Year  Symposium.  She  is  an 
eighth-grade  teacher  at  East 
Burke  Middle  School. 

Lin  Pugh  is  teaching  business- 
related  subjects  and  coaching 
JV  women's  basketball  at  East 
Forsyth  High  School  in  Winston- 
Salem. 

Pamela  Smith  is  one  of  23 
Americans  who  will  serve  as  an 
English  teacher  trainer  for  ele- 
mentary teachers  in  the  Philip- 
pines as  a  member  of  the  Peace 
Corps  for  the  next  two  and  a 
half  years. 

Karen  Ward-Sale  is  the  training 
and  development  manager  for 
Comcast  Cable.  She  is  also  an 
adjunct  business  professor  at 
Trident  Technical  College.  She 
and  husband,  Scott,  live  in 
Charleston,  S.C 


Lutheran  pitchman 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Gerald  Troutman  '56  had  his  15  seconds  of  fame  on 
July  14,  when  he  threw  out  the  first  ball  at  Turner  Field  in  Atlanta. 
As  part  of  Lutheran  Night,  Lutheran  Ministries  of  Georgia  received 
a  $6,600  check.  Catching  Troutman's  pitch  was  the  Braves'  Mike 
Mordecai  (right) .  Troutman  is  director  of  development  for  Lutheran 
Ministries,  an  L-R  trustee  and  continues  to  be  one  of  the  radio  voices 
on  "The  Protestant  Hour"  heard  each  week.  ■ 


MARRIED 

Timothy  Jack  Sigmon  &  Lena 
"Roxanne"  Small  on  July  26. 
Timothy  is  employed  by  Catawba 
County  Schools.  Lena  is  employed 
by  Family  Vision  Center.  They 
live  in  Maiden. 

Michael  Brittain  &  Susan  Bul- 
lock of  Raleigh  on  June  21. 

BORN  TO 

David  &  Lauren  Schoenbert 

McCall  '91  of  Hickory,  a  daugh- 
ter, Carson  Ruth,  on  May  5. 
David  is  the  L-R  defensive  line 
football  coach  and  recruiting 
coordinator.  Lauren  is  finishing 
a  nursing  degree  at  L-R. 

Mark  &  Angie  McGee  Myers  of 

Advance,  a  son,  William  Lee,  on 
July  5.  Angie  is  an  elementary 
teacher.  Mark  is  self  employed 
with  Myers  Construction. 

1993 

Ellen  Lewis  Shuey  Williams  grad- 


uated from  James  Madison  Uni- 
versity in  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  on 
July  25  with  a  master's  in  special 
education.  She  and  her  husband 
recently  relocated  to  Sarasota,  Fla. 
where  she  teaches  at  Child  Devel- 
opment Center. 

Rev.  David  Young  graduated 
from  Lutheran  Theological 
Southern  Seminary  in  May  and 
has  accepted  a  call  to  pastor  at 
Gloria  Dei  Lutheran  Church  in 
Cincinnati. 

Scott  Sale  is  an  eighth  grade 
teacher  at  James  Island  Middle 
School,  teaching  honor's  history. 
He  is  also  the  head  soccer  coach. 

MARRIED 

Kirstin  Salminen  &  Marc  Wilner 
on  July  26.  She  is  a  teacher  of 
the  deaf  at  Technology  High 
School  in  Newark,  N.J.  Marc  is 
an  attorney  for  an  asbestos  litiga- 
tion firm.  Their  home  is  in 
Hawthorne,  N.J. 


Katie  Smith  &  Neil  Hagwood  of 
Winston-Salem  on  July  12.  Katie 
is  a  teacher  at  Winston-Salem/ 
Forsyth  County  Schools.  He  is 
assistant  plant  manager  with 
Parkdale  Mills  in  Walnut  Cove. 

Deborah  L.  Frye  &  James  T.  Fore 
on  Aug.  16.  Deborah  graduated 
from  Lutheran  Theological 
Southern  Seminary  on  May  16 
with  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree. 
She  was  ordained  on  June  29  and 
installed  as  pastor  of  Mayport 
Lutheran  Parish  serving  churches 
in  Shannondale  and  Ohl,  Pa. 
James  is  also  a  Lutheran  pastor, 
serving  Jefferson  Central  Luther- 
an Parish  at  churches  in  Brook- 
ville  and  Reynoldsville. 

BORN  TO 

Chad  &  Jennifer  Wurst  '92 
Teague  of  Raleigh,  a  son,  Matthew 
George,  on  July  17.  Jennifer  is 
lead  teacher  at  The  Enrichment 
Center,  while  Chad  is  a  route 
salesman  for  Coca-Cola. 

Blake  &  Lisa  Miller  Watts  of 

Hickory,  a  son,  Tristan  Campbell, 
on  Oct.  12.  Lisa  owns  Shell's  Bar- 
becue. 

1994 

Allison  Land  is  employed  with 
BF  Goodrich  Aerospace  in  sales 
and  marketing. 

MARRIED 

Julie  Elizabeth  Davis  &  David 

Lee  Pearce  '93  on  May  31.  Julie 
received  a  juris  doctorate  from 
Cumberland  School  of  Law  at 
Stamford  University  in  Birming- 
ham, Ala.  David  is  a  social  work- 
er with  Olsten  Health  Services  in 
Birmingham  where  the  couple 
lives. 

Kelly  Gene  Johnson  &  Julie  Ann 
Wilborn  on  Aug.  16.  Kelly  is 
employed  by  Wallace  Inc.  in 
Roanoke.  Julie  is  employed  with 
Roanoke  City  Schools  as  a  sec- 
ond-grade teacher. 

Ronnie  Church  Jr.  &  Autumn 
Pereida  on  May  18,  1996.  Ronnie 
is  a  senior  at  Lutheran  Theologi- 
cal Southern  Seminary.  Autumn  is 
a  senior  at  Bowman  Gray  School 
of  Medicine  in  the  PA.  program. 

1995 

Amalie  W.  Hinson  recently 
received  the  first  Athena  Award, 
established  to  honor  and  assist 
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Three  claims  to  'Fame' 


Three  former  football  stand- 
outs were  inducted  into  the 
L-R  Hall  of  Fame  at  Homecom- 
ing. Everett  Carlton  '48  of  Gas- 
tonia,  Adam  Maples  '61  of 
Charlotte  and  Mike  Pope  '64  of 
River  Vale,  N.J.,  were  inducted 
on  Oct.  18. 

Carlton  played  as  wingback, 
fullback,  linebacker  and  guard 
from  1946-48  and  was  an  alter- 
nate captain  in  1947. 

Maples  played  quarterback 
and  blocking  back  from  1958- 
60,  finishing  as  a  member  of 
the  team  which  won  the  nation- 
al title.  He  also  started  the  L-R 
golf  team  in  1957  and  played 
for  four  seasons. 

Pope,  also  a  quarterback, 
played  from  1960-63,  being 
named  co-captain  his  senior 
year.  He  was  also  on  the  base- 
ball team  from  1961-63  and 
track  team  from  1963-64.       ■ 


Appalachian  State  University 
women  graduate  students  for  ex- 
cellence in  the  areas  of  research, 
scholarship  and  professional 
development. 

Elizabeth  Wicks  has  enlisted  in 
the  Navy  for  guaranteed  training 
in  the  photographers  mate  pro- 
gram. 

Mete  Adcm  has  established  Adan 
Communication,  a  new  company 
in  Hickory,  to  provide  cellular, 
paging  and  web  services,  as  well 
as  an  employment  career-search 
service. 

Raymond  Canfield  has  received  a 
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promotion  with  Computer  Ser- 
vices. He  will  be  opening  a  new 
office  in  the  San  Francisco  area 
for  Digex,  Inc.  of  Maryland.  Ray- 
mond will  relocate  to  California. 

Toad  Burrows  has  enlisted  in  the 
Navy  for  guaranteed  training  in 
the  advanced  electronic/computer 
field  program. 

MARRIED 

Christina  Elizabeth  Gragg  & 

Eric  Eugene  Murdock  on  May  17. 
Christina  attended  the  Program 
of  Medical  Technology  at  Bow- 
man Gray  School  of  Medical 
Technology  where  she  received 
her  certification.  Eric  is  employed 


with  Wachovia  Bank  in  Winston- 
Salem  where  the  couple  resides. 

Stephen  Matthew  Wilson  &  Mar- 
garet Stadler  Myers  on  June  21. 
Matt  works  for  Stadler  &  Associ- 
ates in  Winston-Salem  where  the 
couple  lives.  Margaret  is  an  assis- 
tant vice  president  with  First 
Union  National  Bank. 

Jennifer  Scott  Cline  &  Jeff 
Lindsay  on  June  H.Jennifer 
is  employed  as  triage  nurse  at 
Burke  Family  Practice.  Jeff 
is  attending  the  seminary  in 
Columbia,  S.C.  and  is  interning 
as  a  pastor  at  Holy  Trinity 
Lutheran  Church.  The  couple 


resides  in  Fairfax,  Va. 

Craig  Hill  &  Kate  MacKinnon 

'96  of  Tampa  on  July  12. 

BORN  TO 

Chris  &  Leah  Quackenboss  Deal 

of  Shelby,  a  daughter,  Hannah 
Rebekah,  on  April  12,  1996.  Chris 
is  a  history  teacher,  football  offen- 
sive coordinator  and  wrestling 
head  coach  at  Burns  High  School. 
Leah  is  a  homemaker. 

Sheldon  R.  &  Sharon  Costner  of 
Gastonia,  a  son,  Sheldon  Romero, 
on  April  14.  Sheldon  is  employed 
by  Coca-Cola  Bottling  Co.  Con- 
solidated. Sharon  is  with  Fortis 
Benefits  Insurance. 
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Craig  Bryden  is  a  physical  educa- 
tion teacher  and  athletic  director 
at  the  Governor  Baxter  School  for 
the  Deaf  in  Portland,  Me. 

Jason  &  Larissa  King  Knebel 

have  returned  from  Peru  and  are 
both  graduate  students  at  West- 
ern Carolina  University. 

Brian  Halma  is  a  student  in  the 
Graduate  School  of  International 
Studies  at  the  University  of  Den- 
ver, where  he  has  a  full  scholar- 
ship. He  spent  last  summer 
studying  in  Prague  to  get  a  first- 
hand look  at  the  economics  of 
nations  in  the  former  East  Bloc. 
He  expects  to  graduate  in  May. 

MARRIED 

Jodi  Thies  &  Clint  E  Black  on 
Nov.  1,  1996.  Jodi  is  a  secretary 
and  Clint  is  a  plant  manager.  They 
recently  bought  their  first  home. 

Jason  Karl  Baucom  &  Christina 
Lee  McCoy  on  July  12.  Jason  is  a 
nurseryman  with  Baucoms  Nurs- 
ery, and  Christina  is  a  special 
education  teacher  with  United 
Cerebral  Palsy  Center.  Their 
home  is  in  Summerville,  S.C. 

Alanda  Danner  to  Wayne  John- 
son '95  of  Orlando  on  Aug.  16. 
Alanda  is  employed  by  NASA 
as  an  administrative  assistant. 
Wayne  is  a  juvenile  counselor 


Former  trustee,  educator  dies 

Harry  M.  Arndt  32  H.D.  '67,  former  superintendent  of  Catawba 
County  Schools  and  L-R  trustee,  died  April  14,  1997.  He  was  89. 
Arndt  served  as  principal  and  assistant  superintendent, 
eventually  being  named  superintendent  in  1953  for  Catawba  County 
Schools.  H.M.  Arndt  Middle  School  was  named  for  him.  He  was 
active  in  church  and  civic  affairs  and  helped  found  Catawba  Valley 
Community  College,  where  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

He  is  survived  by  a  son,  Jack  Arndt  '56  of  Conover;  daughter, 
Dolores  Setzer'51  of  Conover;  brother,  Gene  Arndt  '40  of  Hickory; 
sisters  Elizabeth  Smith  '34  and  Minnie  Timmerman  of  Conover;  four 
grandchildren  and  seven  great-grandchildren.  ■ 


at  Wayne  Brevard  Group  Treat- 
ment Home. 

William  Howard  Worley  &r  Denise 
Annette  Seagle  of  Hickory  on  July 
26.  William  is  employed  by  Fann 
Bureau  Insurance  as  an  office  claims 
representative.  Denise  is  manager 
of  Carolina  Mirror  Factory  Store. 

Cynthia  Diane  Bradsaw  &  Ran- 
dall Dean  Smith  II  of  Hickory  on 
Aug.  23.  Cynthia  is  employed  by 
Davidson,  Holland,  Whitesell  & 
Co.  CPAs.  Randy  is  with  Profile 
Aviation. 


Jennifer  Hench  is  teaching  Span- 
ish &  ESL  at  Maiden  High  School. 

Kristi  Wietzke  is  teaching  second 
grade  at  Oakwood  Elementary 
School,  Hickory. 


Laura  Elledge  is  a  city  govern- 
ment reporter  and  photographer 
at  the  Reidsville  Review. 

Kit  Cooper  recently  took  a  posi- 
tion as  an  assistant  counselor  at 
Hidden  Lake  Academy  in  Georgia, 
a  therapeutic  boarding  school. 

Nancy  "Lynette"  Smart  is  teach- 
ing seventh  grade  at  East  Burke 
Middle  School  in  Icard. 

MARRIED 

Amy  Yxette  Brown  &  Steven 
Anthony  Toenjes  on  July  26.  Amy 
is  employed  at  Baptist  Hospital 
in  Winston-Salem.  Steven  is  a  re- 
search assistant  at  Wake  Forest 
University. 


Edith  Sublett  Coulter  '29 

of  Newton  on  July  18. 


Mildred  Eargle  Aderholdt  30 

of  Jensen  Beach,  Fla.,  on  Jan.  17. 

Mary  Alice  Herman  Park  '32 

of  Raleigh  on  July  4. 

Ruth  Cauble  Schott  33 

of  White  Rock,  S.C,  on  Sept.  13. 

Sarah  W  Abernethy  38 

of  Hickory,  date  unknown. 

Kathryn  Malinda  Abee  Green  39 

of  Wilmington  in  August. 

Kate  Ingold  Hardin  Mull  '40 

of  Hickory  on  Aug.  4. 

Marjorie  Yount  Psioda  '40 

of  Hickory  on  July  22. 

George  C.  Starr  '44 

of  Charlotte  on  Aug.  7. 

Joyce  Moffitt  Berry  '45 

of  Hickory  on  July  17. 

Rita  Richardson  Sweeney  '52 

of  Dunwoody  Ga.  on  Feb.  14. 

John  Ray  Thomas  '53 

of  Taylorsville  on  Aug.  30. 

Charley  Eraley  Knott  Sowers  '51 

of  Hickory  on  Aug  17. 

Barry  Randolph  Holliday  '59 

of  Mountain  View  on  Aug.  25. 

Ann  Conrad  Meisner  '71 

of  Richardson,  Tex.,  on  Aug.  4. 

Katherine  A.  Henry  '88 

of  Bethesda,  Md.,  on  Feb.  28. 


Correction 

A  photo  of  the  Parents  Associ- 
ation officers  incorrectly 
identified  the  Pitts  as  outgoing 
leaders.  In  fact,  the  gavel  was 
handed  from  the  Campbells  to 
the  Pitts.  We  regret  the  error. 


It's  music 
to  our  ears . . . 

news  from  alumni,  that  is!  We  love  your 

notes  as  they  key  in  on  major  life 

events.  Write  your  news,  clip  and  return 

this  form  to:  Office  of  Alumni  &  Parent 

Relations,  P.O.  Box  7228,  Hickory,  NC 

28603,  or  FAX  704-328-7358 

or  send  us  an  e-mail  at 

richardsr@mike .  Ire .  edu 

no  later  than  Dec.  1. 


Name 


(Maiden), 


Class  Year 


Address 
City 


State 


Is  it  new? 
Zip 


Phone: 


(include  area  code) 


Marriage    Date 
Spouses  name  _ 


(Do  not  submit  before  marriage) 
.  (Maiden) 


Is  spouse  an  alumnus/a?  No 

Birth:    Son    Daughter 

Name  of  child 


Yes         If  yes,  give  class  year 


Date 


Occupation    Self 
Death  of 


Spouse 


Date 


Class  Year 


Other  news: 


(Attach  an  extra  sheet  if  nesessary.] 
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CALENDAR 


Special  Events/Lectures 

November 

6  Center  for  Theology  Colloquium 

Sacred  Music  Program  Workshop,  Helping 
Worship  Leaders  Sing 

7  Steelman  Lecture  Series — Dr.  Diane  Martin, 
George  Washington  University 

9-12         Pastor-in-Residence — Rev.  Howard  Fleming, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Hickory 

16-18       Aquinas/Luther  Conference, 
The  Authority  of  the  Bible 

December 

4  Center  for  Theology  Colloquium 

January 

8  Center  for  Theology  Colloquium 

19-21       Pastor-in-Residence — Rev.  Roger  Prehn, 
St.  Pauls  Lutheran  Church,  Durham 

22  Visiting  Writers  Series — Bob  Inman, 

columnist  and  novelist 


Music/Arts 


November 

8  John  Cerminaro  on  French  horn  with 

Western  Piedmont  Symphony 

15  Epic  Brass  Chamber  Ensemble, 

Hickory  Community  Concert  Assn. 

18  L-R  Concert  Band 

20  Visiting  Writers  Series  (  Dori  Sanders,  novelist 

23  Youth  Chorus  Concert 

December 

5  L-R  Dance  Company  Recital 

7  L-R  Dance  Company  Recital 

8  Music  Honors  Recital 

8-9  A  Cappella  Choir  Christmas  Concert 

12-14       The  Promise  Christmas  Pageant 

January 

17  Elite  Syncopation,  Ragtime  and  Early  Jazz, 

Hickory  Community  Concert  Assn. 

30  A  Cappella  Choir  Hymnfest, 

St.  Marks  Lutheran  Church,  Charlotte 

31  A  Cappella  Choir  Hymnfest, 

Mt.  Tabor  Lutheran  Church,  Columbia,  S.C. 

February 

1  A  Cappella  Choir  Hymnfest, 

Duke  Chapel,  Durham 


Alumni  Activities/Sports 


November 


14-15 


L-R  Football  vs.  Carson-Newman,  away 

Catawba  County  Chapter  Champagne 
Reception/Grapes  of  Wrath  play 

Western  North  Carolina  Chapter 
Pre-Game  Rally 

L-R  Football  vs.  Mars  Hill,  home 

Alumni  Board  of  Directors  meeting 

L-R  Football  vs.  Catawba,  home 

Women's  Basketball  Soups  &  Hoops 


December 


Lexington  Chapter  Dinner 

Catawba  County  &  Burke  County  chapters 
trip  to  New  York  City 

Catawba  County  Chapter  Holiday  Reception 


January 

14  Soups  &  Hoops 

24  Soups  &  Hoops 


Drama/Films 

November 

6-9  Playmakers  performance,  The  Grapes  of  Wrath 

13-15       Playmakers  performance,  The  Grapes  of  Wrath 
16  Cinematheque  Film  Series,  Inside  (USA) 

18  Cinematheque  Film  Series,  Inside  (USA) 

January 

18  Cinemathque  Film  Series,  Saint  Clara  (Israel) 

20  Cinemathque  Film  Series,  Saint  Clara  (Israel) 

For  general  information,  call  Public  Relations  at  (704)  328-7173. 
For  more  information  about  Athletics,  call  Sports  Information  at 
(704)  328-7174.  Dates  and  times  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


and  the 


Heart  of  Europe 


You're  invited  to  join  L-R  President 
Ryan  LaHurd  and  wife  Carol  and 
other  Lutheran  college  alumni,  fam- 
ily and  friends  for  two  leisurely 
weeks  of  exploring  the  good  life  in 
three  enchanting  cities:  Amsterdam, 
Strasbourg  and  Paris.  You'll  spend 
five  days  cruising  the  pages  of  story- 
book Europe  along  the  Rhine  River. 

Tour  planners  at  Vantage  Deluxe 


World  Travel  have  compiled  a 
value  that  can't  be  matched,  with 
a  price  of  $3,645  including  tour- 
trip  air  fare  from  Raleigh,  Char- 
lotte or  Greensboro*. ..nine  nights 
deluxe  and  superior  first-class 
hotel  accommodations... 27  meals 
included... seven  sightseeing  tours... 
five  nights  aboard  the  superior 
First-Class  MS  Austria  river  cruise 
ship... and  more.  A  professional 


Vantage  tour  director  will  accom- 
pany you  throughout  the  tour.  An 
optional  two-night  post-extension 
is  available  to  Paris. 

Discover  a  Dutch  Master 

Your  exciting  journey  begins  in 
Amsterdam,  a  charming  city  brim- 
ming with  Renaissance  art  and 
architecture.  You'll  encounter 
Vermeers  and  Rembrandts  at  the 
renowned  Rijksmuseum  and  haunt- 
ing memories  of  the  Anne  Frank 
House.  You'll  savour  the  Dutch 
countryside,  along  with  visits  to 
The  Hague  and  the  lovely,  china- 
producing  town  of  Delft. 

Travel  Through  Centuries 

Experience  the  romance,  beauty 
and  history  of  the  Rhine  as  a 
riverboat  whisks  you  back  in  time 
while  you  enjoy  your  comfortable 
outside  cabin,  delightful  dining 
and  amenities.  Relax  on  deck  and 
listen  to  the  fascinating  commen- 
tary of  your  on-board  guide  as 
your  ship  glides  by  deep  emerald 
vineyards,  magnificent,  soaring 
cathedrals  and  castles  perched 
above  timeless  medieval  towns. 

Departing  July  22,  1998 
Returning  Aug.  4,  1998 

Call  the  Office  of  Alumni  &  Parent 
Relations  at  704-328-7171  week- 
days from  8:30  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

*per  person  based  on  double  occupancy 
in  cabin  category  C.  ALL  departure  cities 
and  dates  available  upon  request. 


